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Mid-century Summer 


Bo. MOsT students this summer will 
represent a change if not a rest. For 
how many will it prove a much-needed 
opportunity seized? Perhaps a few 
suggestions might help. 


You must earn money for the fall 
term, you say. Even so, you'll very 
likely have more leisure hours than at 
college. You are a Christian: have you 
thought of a summer Bible study and 
reading program to help you in your 
Christian life? His will gladly help 
you with this if you are serious. Write 
to us, telling a little of your Christian 
background and experience and the 
sort of reading you have done in the 
past. Don’t forget to mention the num- 
ber of hours each week you are pre- 
pared to spend (be careful not to over- 
estimate), and we'll send you a tailor- 
made reading program. - 












Or maybe you don’t have to work. 
You’ve “time on your hands”—three 
months of it. Lucky you. Will you 
waste it, spend it, or invest it? You 
say you're ready for suggestions. Well, 
have you considered not merely your 
opportunity, but also your responsi- 
bility to prepare to live for Christ your 
Saviour and serve Him? No, | am not 
assuming you're a missionary volun- 
teer. | am only suggesting that your 
career as a Christian is at least as im- 
portant as your career as doctor, 
teacher, scientist, or cog in the busi- 
ness world. You need to prepare for 
your Christian career. 















(Continued on page 30, column 2) 
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No many volunteers 


= OF STUDENTs will volunteer for foreign mission- 
BER 9 ary service—scores, even hundreds of them! This has 
been the report not of just one meeting but of dozens 
of meetings each year. At some places even hundreds 
have volunteered in one service. 
-SO FEW If all those who have volunteered since 1900 had gone 
bee to the mission field, this generation would be evan- 
es Ss elized. But the truth is, only a small fraction ever 
MISSIONARIES! aaa the foreign field. 
Missionary volunteers fall into two categories: The 
first are those who signify a purpose to go to the for- 































i eign field but never contact a mission board or do any- 

thing further about their decision. Many, though they 

a 7 Caer 6, Caen have volunteered under strong emotional stress, made 

wae sincere decisions which, if followed through, would be 
1 found to be God-inspired. 

4 The second group are those who, through contact 

5 with mission boards, become missionary candidates. 

; But the mortality rate of these too is high. Approxi- 


mately one in fifteen makes the grade and gets to the 
| field. It is possible that some who apply to mission 
boards are turned by God to pursue other courses. Yet 
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er “ ern civilization, the peoples of the 
nae world — like the Koreans shown here | 
—need the message of Western — 
Christians. b> 








THE AUTHOR is the present Mission- 
ary Secretary of IVCF. Forced home 
from China by the serious illness of 
his little daughter and now detained 
for health reasons himself, Wes Gus- 
tafson is pouring his energies into 
the job of recruiting others into for- 
eign service for Christ. 





the fact that almost half the world’s population still 
waits for a first introduction to Christ shows that many 
have taken their own course rather than God’s. It is 
His will for “all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth.” 


What about this second group who do contact mis- 
sion boards? Why do so many never reach the foreign 
field? Here are a few of the reasons: 


A wrong conception of missionary work. Many are 
led to believe that missionary work is not for talented. 
able men and women. There is a subconscious—or even 
a conscious — attitude that men and women of high 
quality and intellect are more needed at home than 
abroad. Often before making a place for himself in 
university or seminary, one feels called to missionary 
work. But during the course of training his ego gets a 
lift. Well-meaning friends suggest that he is the type 
needed at home . . . good brain, initiative, personality, 
etc. The implication is that those who don’t possess 
these virtues can go abroad; the standards are not so 
high there. He feels he has advanced a notch beyond 
missionary work. The vision is dimmed, soon lost. 


Missionary candidates are often encouraged to stay 
at home by such statements as these: “The critical 
corner church is in need of a pastor. We can’t send 
just anyone there. Would you consider it? Perhaps this 


is God’s China for you.” . . . “You are the type of 


person people in America will listen to.” ... “You 
have spent so much money and time on education that 
you can’t afford to waste it on the heathen.” . . . “Think 


of the missionaries you could support by using the 
abilities you have in the business world.” 

Sad to say, many succumb to such reasonings. 

Of course, if there ever was a place where brains, 
tact, wisdom, ability, personality, and statesmanship are 
needed, it is the mission field. Most missionaries meet 
more government officials of both their homeland and 
the land of their adoption than any person in this 
country, whatever his position. And the job of explain- 
irg the gospel to people of one’s own background and 
language seems easy when compared with that of trans- 
lating it into a foreign tongue and presenting it to people 
of entirely different culture and training. Then there 


is the linguist’s challenge of finding the words — or 
making them—for the essential concepts of Christianity. 
The job of imbibing culture enough to understand any 
part of one’s parishioners’ problems demands a quick, 
perceptive mind. 


No, the missionary’s job is not the one for the slow- 
brained or the socially unacceptable. If God calls one 
of few apparent abilities, He will use him. But every 
particle of brain power, polish, education, and skill can 
be put to use on a foreign field. 


Many of those who give such advice are sincere in 
doing so. And many who are sidetracked by these sug- 
gestions are sincere in their decisions. They see the 
needs of the immediate vicinity. A missionary or busi- 
ness man who has been on foreign soil never uses these 
arguments. He has seen both sides and knows where 
the real needs exist. 


It is quite evident that all of us cannot take a trip to 
Africa or China to see just what the need is, but that 
does not mean we are excused for our actions. There 
are other ways to find out. 


Indifference and disobedience to Christ’s clear com- 
mand—“Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields”*-- 
is a basic factor in misjudging need. Many Christians 
have no knowledge of any place outside their own town 
or state. If in obedience to Christ’s command we would 
read articles and books presenting the needs of the 
foreign field, we would be much more active in encour- 
aging others to go; we would be much slower in ac- 
cepting advice from well-meaning people that would 
turn us away from the field. 

Trouble is, if we don’t lift our eyes and look on the 
fields we sin against God; we show a lack of love for 
Christ, for He said “He who has my commandments 
and kceps them, he it is that loves me.” 


Indifference and disobedience to Christ’s clear com- 
mand—*Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth labourers into his harvest’‘*—-is 
another basic factor in our wrong attitudes. One pastor, 
asking his people to pray fifteen minutes a day for for- 
eign missions, warned that it was very dangerous. Asked 
why, he explained, “It cost William Carey his life.” 
One would urge people to go to the unmanned posts if 
he were praying God to send them out. Everyone he 
met who was considering the mission field would be an 
answer to his prayer for laborers. And many would 
find themselves urgently trying to get to the regions be- 
yond if they were regularly, intelligently, honestly pray- 
ing that God would send forth laborers. 


Lack of initiative, stamina, and persistence in the 
face of obstacles. Hardships and discouragements keep 
many at home. When it seems no support is forth- 


HIS, JUNE, 1950 











~ og —_ = 


~ 


—_— — aoe & 


coming, we are tempted to give up. Some say, “I'll 
never ask people for my support.” Not if God asks 
you to? What if God desires you to swallow your pride 
and present the need to His children so that the message 
can go forth? God many times supplies the need with- 
out asking men, but often He uses both methods—ask- 
ing Him, and then giving men and women the oppor- 
tunity of supplying the need. 

One young fellow and his wife and two children felt 
their place was on the foreign field—China. They were 
successful in the pastorate. They applied to the mission 
board. Their age was against them. They said, “We'll 
try another board, for we are sure God wants us out 
there.” They were accepted for China. The political 
situation closed the door to China. They applied for 
Africa. Now, at the time of writing, they are on their 
way to Belgium to study French so that their ministry 
in the Belgian Congo will be more effective. They found 
their own support, too. God has wonderfully supplied. 
They could have given up, but they pressed on. 


Health is one foe that robs God and needy places of 
promising workers. Many times the loss is absolutely 
unnecessary. During high school, college, and seminary 
years, candles burn at both ends. Some get by for a 
while. All pay a price eventually. The Christian’s 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.’ So whatever 
your situation, take care of your body! You will never 
have another one here on earth. On the day that we 
meet Christ face to face we are going to give account 
for what we have done in the body, whether it be good 
or bad.® Add a year or two to your schedule if neces- 
sary. One need not, and should not, shirk using his 
body strenuously, but he should be wise and careful. 
Living souls pass into the next life without hearing of 
Christ because some wi!l not care for their physical 


health. 


Marriage—or engagement—is also a bitter enemy of 
fulfilling Christ’s will that all should hear of him. 
Marriage is God-given. But when it becomes a barrier 
to God’s will, it is misused. We could name many—- 
both men and women—who have had a definite call to 
the foreign field and never got there because associates 
held them back. It is possible that those who held back 
were also in God’s plan to go but were not surrendered. 
The ones who married those not obedient to God’s will 
were out of God’s will too. Nothing—not even the God- 
given blessing of a life-mate—must hinder God’s pur- 
pose for one’s life. Jesus said, ‘‘Whosoever he be of 
you that forsaketh not [i.e., does not put secondary] all 
that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.”’ Today souls 
die without Christ because loved ones have taken pri- 
ority over God’s will! 


Behind all these reasons—wrong conception of mis- 
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sionary work; indifference and disobedience to Christ’s 
commands; lack of carry-through and purpose; health; 
associates; and many others—is a basic cause often 
overlooked: the belief that men and women will be 
saved even if they do not hear of Christ. Some will 
say, “But all conservatives believe Christ is the only 
hope.” I’m sure all conservatives believe this by con- 
fession, but | have talked with many ministers who have 
said, “I’m sure God will take care of those who have 
never heard the gospel.” Quickly, however, they con- 
fess that they don’t preach any such doctrine. There 
can't be much conviction in preaching about the des- 
perate need of men for Christ if the heart doesn’t be- 
lieve it. Groups of Christians have discussed the sub- 
ject and have drawn the same conclusion. In many of 
our IVCF groups the question, “Are the heathen lost?” 
has been discussed. It’s amazing how many have no 
conviction as to the answer. 


The Word of God is not doubtful. “I [Jesus] am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.”* .. . “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.’ . .. “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall 
die in your sins.”'’ . . . “For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall 
they call on him in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher ?”?!! 
... Neither is there salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.”!” 


We have not a single reason to believe that any per- 
son who dies without hearing of Christ has any hope of 
salvation. Some say that God would never deal in such 
an unjust way. He doesn’t! He has provided the way of 
salvation. He has made us responsible for carrying it 
out. We are the ones who are being‘unjust. We are 
guilty of criminal neglect, spiritually. Ezekiel 3 reveals 
a spiritual law that God gave to Israel and has never 
departed from: “Son of man, I have made thee a watch- 
man unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word 
at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When 
I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou 
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked 
from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I re- 
quire at thine hand.”'* . 

If there is the faintest glimmer of hope for those 
who have never heard of Christ’s atonement for sin, 
why did He come? It would have been much better had 
He not come, and much less confusing. His coming 
only gives us another paradox—He came, but He need 
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not have come. We need His salvation, but we can get 
along without it! 


When we believe with desperate seriousness that 
those without Christ have no hope, we will do something 
about it! Lost individual human beings will make mis- 
sionary work not only appear but be the most impor- 
tant work in all the world. The health will be guarded 
so that sin-sick and doomed lives can be reached with 
the only hope. Marriage and engagement will be en- 
tered into with much more thought. Indifference and 
disobedience will vanish because true values will ap- 
pear. Obstacles, even seemingly insurmountable ones, 


























Up-to-date news on the progress of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ among the followers of Islam is 
hard to get because so few, actually, are laboring in 
this needy field. His is glad, therefore, to be able 
to present this brief analysis of the situation among 
the Mohammedans of North Africa, written by 
Robert Ian Brown, who has been laboring in Tuni- 
sia with the North Africa Mission since 1938.Mr 
Brown: is a graduate of All Nations Bible College 
and London University, both of England, and is at 
present doing deputation work in the U.S. and 
Canada: 

“Nothing more categorically challenges the 
Christian church than the battle cry of 300 mil- 
lions of Moslems—There is no God but Allah, and 
Mohammed is his prophet.’ 

“Historically, the Moslem lives today where such 
saints as Augustine, Tertullian, and Origen once 
lived and labored to found and fashion the Chris- 
tian church. Numerically, the Moslem of today is 
conscious that he belongs to a united army of 
twenty million in North Africa—whereas there are 
only a few witnessing Christians. Spiritually, Islam 
teaching cuts across the heart of the Christian mes- 
§ sage: their Allah is not our God; Jesus Christ is 
not the Son of God; He never died on the cross; 
He is not the unique mediator between God and 
man; the Koran, and not the Bible, is God’s last 
word given at the hand of Mohammed. 

“Since the death of Islam descended on North 
Africa 1300 years ago, practically nothing was 










will be hurdled because nothing must stop us—eternal 
souls are at stake! 

“Lord, Thou hast revealed why Christ came. Thou 
hast shown me that I am needed to make Thee known. 
Lord, renew a right spirit within me. Restore my vision, 
and may it never be dimmed. Fulfill Thy purpose in 
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me. END 


1] Timothy 2:4 8 John 14:6 

2 John 4:35 9 John 3:36 

3 John 14:21 10 John 8:24 

4 Tuke 10:2 11 Romans 10:13-14 
5] Corinthians 3:16 12 Acts 4:12 

6 TI Corinthians 5:10 13 Ezekiel 3:17-18 
7 Luke 14:33 


EA LIFE FOR A LIRE 


done to roll away the stone until some seventy years 
ago when a few devoted Christians, acting on their 
trust in the God of the Impossible, took up the 
challenge. 
cross have gone to these fields, and have won for 
A life for a life! 
‘To what purpose this waste?’ some ask. 

“But we who still carry on the conflict feel sure 
that these seventy years have been the first phase 
of the battle — the tenacious trench warfare — and 
that now the Church of Christ must advance. 

“. . Now! ‘The fields are white already unto 
harvest.. There is now no government restriction 


Since then. some 500 soldiers of the 


their Saviour some 500 souls. 


on missionary activity. Moslems are now willing 
to read and discuss Christian literature as never 
before. Education is in some ways our ally, giving 

us a new generation of readers. Transport, radio, 
films—all can be thrown into a great advance. 

“And yet, with the doors wide open and the har- 
vest white, the field is less evangelized today than 
ever before: only one missionary center in all of 
Libya; a mere bridgehead in Tunisia; no testimony 
whatever to the thousands of keen educated Mos- 
lems of Algiers, the capital city of Algeria; a few 
brave women bearing the brunt of the work in the 
great cities of Morocco. 

“What a situation! What a challenge! Let us 
have vision, prayer, the best men and women the 
Church can give, and let us inaugurate a new and 
great spiritual crusade into North Africa for our 


Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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The gecof Daniel's strength 


BY JAMES R. KING 


tabs fearless boy who despised a king’s order; 
Daniel — the hero of the lion’s den; Daniel — God’s 
strong man. What made him what he was? What of us 
in 1950? Is there any way we can have his strength? 

Scripture reveals three fundamental points about 
Daniel: 

1. “He purposed in his heart” (1:8). 

2. “He believed in his God” (6:23). 

3. “And Daniel continued” (1:21). 
These high qualities sum up his life and give to us the 
secret of his perseverance. 


DANIEL HAD A PURPOSED HEART 

The heathen king could assign Daniel a heathen name, 
but he could not force him to partake of his wine and 
meat —no doubt sacrificed to idols. Rather, Daniel 
“purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself 
with the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank.” 
To have partaken of the king’s menu would have been 
the recognition of heathen deities. It was Daniel’s day 
of choosing. His decision and choice wielded an abid- 
ing influence upon all his future life and gave character 
to it. 

Daniel’s background had, no doubt, a great deal to 
do with his purpose of heart. He was a child of the 
royal house and, therefore, had been reared in close 
touch with the highest personages of the nation. First 
among those stood the good King Josiah. Daniel was 
old enough to catch the inspiration of Josiah’s holy 
achievements—the extirpation, in six years, of the sys- 
tem of idolatry of Manasseh and Amon’s fifty-seven 
years of shameless rule. He saw the neglected temple 
cleaned of its rubbish and repaired. He witnessed the 
glorious passover, which crowned Josiah’s reforms. 

Daniel also came under the influence of the prophet 
Jeremiah, who was called to the task of spiritual re- 
form, to tear away the mask from the hollow-hearted 
reformation. Under such leaders and under such influ- 
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ences, critical and stirring, Daniel’s youthful heart must 
have received a molding for good. 

But an unparalleled tragedy took place in Judah— 
the untimely death of thirty-nine-year-old Josiah, just 
in the prime of life and success. Josiah had persisted 
in fighting the king of Egypt, then at war with the 
Assyrians. This king was anxious to avoid conflict, but 
Josiah—determined to fight—was mortally wounded at 
Megiddo. This was apparently his only misstep, but it 
cost him his life. 

The impressionable heart of the lad, Daniel, was 
deeply and indelibly affected by this whole affair. After 
the death of Josiah the kingdom reeled in abandoned 
wickedness and idolatry. But these very conditions only 
impelled a soul like Daniel’s to give himself to with- 
stand rather than to drift with the current of his times. 
Daniel had a purposed heart. The Word of the Lord 
and the workings of the Lord were dwelling richly in 
his heart by faith. 


Daniel was a meek man, making no show of his faith- 
fulness. When disclosing to the eunuch his decision, 
he said meekly: “Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, 
ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water 
to drink.” Thus he grew in favor with both God and 
man. “God brought Daniel into favor and tender love 
with the prince of the eunuchs” (1:9). His request was 
granted and the result was victory at the end of ten 
days. “Their countenances appeared fairer and fatter 
in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion 
of the king’s meat” (1:15), and the positive blessing of 
God in knowledge and skill and wisdom (1:17) was 
theirs. If we are to understand the Scriptures, we must 
travel the path of separation from the world. Nothing 
destroys spiritual intelligence more than floating with 
the stream of man’s opinions. 


Daniel loved the fellowship of his brethren. When he 


had an opportunity of advancement through interpret- 
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ing the king’s forgotten dream, his first thought was to 
seek out his companions so that “they would desire 
mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret” 
(2:18). In praising God before the king for the rev- 
elation, he was careful to use the plural pronoun “us,” 
showing the love-link with his brethren. When he was 
honored with great gifts, unlike many who would have 
forgotten their poor brethren, he thought of his three 
companions in prayer and tribulation, and requested 
that they also be recognized for their service to Nebu- 
chadnezzar (2:48-49). He manifested brotherly-kind- 
ness. If we would continue in the service of the Lord 
and finish our course with joy, we must likewise love 
our brethren and crave their fellowship. 





Now in Quebec... 


An article in the May, 1948, uIs. pointed out the great spir- 
itual needs of the five million French-speaking people of eastern 
Canada, and made a plea for workers. In the fall of that year, 
God provided funds for the opening of the Bethel French Bible 
School at Lennoxville, Quebec, which is slowly beginning to 
answer the plea of that article. The site is a farmhouse which 
provides both classroom and residence facilities for its eight full- 
time students and teaching and maintenance staff. A three-year 
course is being laid out and at present, a staff of six is teaching 
the following subjects: French (grammar and conversation), 
Doctrine, Exegesis, Sects, Old Testament Introduction, Child 
Evangelism, Church History, and the Life of Christ. As the 
school grows, other subjects will be added. 


The school was begun and carried on the first year by Miss 
Dorothy Kenyon, former Director of Child Evangelism for the 
Province of Quebec, with the assistance of three Plymouth 
Brethren missionaries. In the fall of 1949, after much prayer, 
Mr. Walter Angst—who with his wife had come to help in a 
children’s summer camp — was installed as principal of the 
school. He is a gifted, well-trained man, especially qualified for 
this work through his teaching experience at Emmaus Bible 
Institute, Lausanne, Switzerland. Mr. Angst looks forward to 
seeing Bethel. with its emphasis on the French language, become 
the source of missionaries, colporters, and evangelists needed 
not only in French Canada, but in France itself, and in French- 
speaking colonies all over the world. 


Christian students are urged to pray earnestly and faithfully 
for the school, to look into the opportunity it offers of gaining 
facility in the French language, and to consider the possibility 
of God's call into the neglected work among French Canadians. 





Daniel was a humble man. Standing in the presence 
of the greatest monarch of his time — the lone inter- 
preter of the king’s dream-—Daniel might have acted 
imperially, declaring himself some great prophet. But 
instead, in answer to the king’s question: “Art thou able 
to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, 
and the interpretation thereof?” (2:26), Daniel humbly 
replied: “As for me, this secret is not revealed to ‘me 
for any wisdom that I have more than any living” 
(2:30). This humble attitude is a sure precursor of 
the Lord’s blessing. He had an excellent spirit. 

Daniel was a man of much prayer. “He kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God” (6:10). Having much to do with that 
which was “secret,” he learned the secrets of the Lord 
in the secret place. His enemies knew this and schemed 
to put him out of the way. But against the king’s de- 
cree, the might of Medo-Persian law, and the threat of 
being cast into a den of lions, Daniel prayed. Hence 
his perfect peace in the midst of great trial. He was an 
“old man,” and his rivals, “young men,” were deter- 
mined to displace him in the high court of the land, 
by any means, fair or foul. But Daniel “prayed and 
gave thanks to God.” 


DANIEL BELIEVED IN HIS GOD 

Note how God is referred to in the Book of Daniel. 
‘He is the God of heaven” (2:18), and not of the earth 
like the heathen gods. He is above all, and “revealeth 
secrets” (2:28); He is supreme. “He is the living God, 
and stedfast forever” (6:26); He is not a god with a 
lifeless, stony stare. “He worketh signs and wonders 
in heaven and in earth” (6:27); He delivered Daniel 
from the power of the lions because He knew his faith. 

The secret of Daniel’s success lay in two fundamental 
facts of his life: “He purposed in his heart,” and “he 
believed in his God.” 


DANIEL CONTINUED 

Even after the downfall of the greatest nation on 
earth, he continued in imperial service until he was 
about ninety. 

King Cyrus sought him out upon his victory over 
Belshazzar and made him chief of the nation’s three 
presidents. 

As Daniel continued so may we continue, by emulat- 
ing his purposed heart, his meekness, his separation 
unto God, his love for his brethren, his humility, his 
consistent prayer-life, and his strong faith in the living 
God. 

Thus may we finish our course with joy, while we 
await our Lord’s return, “Who will render to every man 
according to his deeds: To them who by patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, seek for glory and honour, and 
immortality, eternal life’ (Romans 2:6-7). END 
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THE HISTORY 


OF A CONVICTION 


| HAVE A conviction. 

It is not a minor part of my life-philosophy which 
remains unsettled, each new idea shaping and reshap- 
ing it. It is, rather, the core of my whole life. 

And this principle is so potentially powerful an an- 
swer to man’s problems that I have willingly dedicated 
my life to its furtherance. 

It was not always so. Once this principle was ac- 
cepted as a matter of course, relegated to a far corner 
of my mind, and labeled “to be examined later for pos- 
sible implications.” Then I started hunting for realities 
to build on. 

But to go back. 

I can’t remember when I first had this idea. Among 
my first memories it is always there. It came as a part 
of my religious heritage from my parents. 

The activating principle of my parents’ religion was 
the belief that lives and characters could be transformed 
by a “Christian experience.” They believed in a Mighty 
Power which, when allowed to operate in a person’s 
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BY DELBERT K. WENIGER 


moral being, could actually so change him that he would 


be a “new creation.” They believed that everybody 
needed this “conversion.” Universal evil proved that. 
Every soul needed a total change, not just a moral 
somersault, assisted by beautiful aspirations, but a revo- 
lution effected by God and comparable only to the entry 
of that soul into the world. To them, the great mission 
of the church was to impress men with their need for 
this conversion and then to show them so plainly that 
God could be their Saviour—and wanted to be—that 
they would trust Him. To this end every worship serv- 
ice—as well as every special evangelistic service—was 
directed. 

Of course I accepted the idea without question. I 
believed the power of God worked in my friends, and 
they testified that it did. Later I believed I experienced 
the same thing in my own life. That such a thing was 
possible, therefore, I did not question. Then I left home 
for college. 

With me as with every college freshman there was a 
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ABOUT THE ARTICLE 


“I Learned From Skid Row” has an interesting 
history. It was originally written for a course in 
advanced composition at Southwestern College in 
Kansas where the author finished his interrupted 
college career after the sojourn in Chicago de- 


ought to 
mitted it 
has been 
rently at 


sudden widening of horizons and onslaught of new 
ideas. | was almost overwhelmed by it all. The ideas 
I encountered were so different from those I had always 
accepted that there was no possible compromise. I knew 
I would have to choose between the old and new. 


Religious beliefs were the most at variance by far. 
It was a question of a choice between a religion of 
ethics, with beautiful preachments to “be good” and the 
old religion that I had known with its God-effected 
change of character to make one good. The two were 
mutually exclusive. If I adopted the new idea that I 
could on my own volition “be good,” I would be forced 
to give up the old faith, for—coupled with that new 
idea—came assertions that God did not work moral 
miracles and that there was no universal need for God- 
changed lives anyway. In place of God working in my 
life to save it came the religion of those who prayed to 
God to change the world through their own efforts while 
denying that God could re-create a man. If there was 
really no conversion, then my little religious work had 
been misdirected, as I had labored to see this experience 
in others. I would have to find some new motive for 
continuing in Christian work; I was not naturally zeal- 
ous in such endeavor. In the new ideas I could see no 
such incentive. 


Everything within me cried out for the old faith, but 
I could not disregard the arguments. I had been taught 
that, to decide important questions, one must use scien- 
tific evidence. And under impartial scrutiny, my faith 
had little evidence. I knew people who professed that 
God had changed them; yet, since they were relatively 
moral before, any change might be merely their own 
“being good.” None of these changes was great enough 
to demand the power of God for explanation. I had to 
confess that I could not prove it by evidence. But I 
also realized that, if He did, there must be real evidence 
of it somewhere. 


I decided too that, if I were willing to put forth the 
effort, I could answer the question with scientific facts. 

It would be necessary to find a character so evil, so 
hopeless, that society would admit that all its efforts to 
change him into an upright, honorable man were use- 
less. He must be the very outcast of society. If this 
man were converted, if he were suddenly changed—by 
trusting in God alone—into a Christian citizen, then 


scribed therein. The advanced comp prof promptly 
had it entered in a national contest. Although it 
took no prize, the author’s mother felt its message 


be published. When she eventually sub- 
to Hts, the editors agreed. Mr. Weniger 
a science prof for four years now, cur- 
Perkinston Junior College (Mississippi). 





no one could doubt the evidence of God’s working. 

I had heard that there were such human castaways in 
the big cities. So I left college and went to Chicago. 

There I sought for hopeless wrecks and outcasts. I 
soon found them. Clark and Siate Streets on the Near 
North Side yielded scores of livid-faced drunkards. 
South State Street, Madison and Halsted Streets also 
contributed to my observation. I chose night work in 
these areas—to see it all. 

I saw thirty homeless men spending the winter’s night 
on the sidewalk in front of a little ventilator from which 
gusts of warm air issued. While I was night watchman 
guarding an unlocked door, two men were killed in the 
block where I kept my vigil. In conversations with 
hopeless men on those lonely nights I learned stories 
of many who would be perfect tests of God’s power. 
No other power could save these lives and souls. 

But did God ever save them? Would I find evidence 
of His working? 

There was a group which worked to bring this very 
conversion experience to these people. I joined them. 
This way I met “Les.” 

When I first saw him, I felt sick to my stomach, I 
wanted to run. He was sitting on a bench in the Sep- 
tember sunlight. His clothes were torn and stiff with 
the filth of gutters. He was of average height but 
weighed only ninety pounds. His face was lowering 
and flushed; there was no sign of hair on his head. On 
one cheek was a running sore—probably the result of 
a drunken fall. As he sat there the bench shook and 
creaked; he was in the throes of delirium tremens. 

My Christian friends approached him, and I fol- 
lowed. One put his hand on his shoulder and asked 
him to let God have his life to save it. They had known 
Les for months, and he had often refused their urgings. 
Today he refused again. In desperation, they decided 
to try reform since he would not have conversion. 


We took him along and administered a hot bath while 
we sent his clothes to a cleaner. One of the boys offered 
his bed, and we put Les into it and gave him black 
coffee. 

But he was not content. He wanted to get away to 
steal enough money to drink again. To stay with him 
at all times, we divided the hours into watches. For 
forty-eight hours we restrained him. Then we had to 
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give up, for he became so tortured by thirst that he 
would lunge toward the door and only the strongest 
could stop him. He told us he had been through four 
or five “cures,” including the most modern and scien- 
tific. He was a hopeless case. 

We watched him go down the street to the first liquor 
store and later, coming out, fall in the dirt, unmindful 
of his newly cleaned clothes. Later I saw him gleefully 
holding a three-year-old he had picked up and fed 
whisky until the child presented as vacant and drunken 
a look as his own. 

Winter came on, and I often saw Les sitting on his 
favorite bench—hunching his suit coat up around his 
ears. Sometimes there was snow on his shoulders. 

Then one day it happened. At Christmastime a man 
took pity on Les and bought him a cup of coffee. He 
said they must pray and thank God for the coffee. Les 
said later that instead of thanking God for the coffee, 
he told Him that he was a sinner and wanted to be 
saved. That was all. It was an unimpressive event, 
but at last Les had humbled himself before God and 
asked for His help. : 

Had God worked in his inner moral being? Was he 
changed? This was the test. Now I was to know the 
answer to my question. 

Let us look for this man two months later. Coming 
toward us is a young man in a new gray suit. He is of 
medium height and weighs one hundred forty-five 
pounds. He walks straight, and there is a sparkle in 
his eyes. He looks like a business man. Asked his trade, 
he says that he is the baker for a restaurant up the 
street. 

Can this young baker really be that hopeless drunk- 
ard of two months ago? Yes, there is a scar on his 
cheek. He takes off his hat. There is a head of short, 
freshly sprouted hair. The hair that had fallen out 
because of the continued alcoholism is returning. 

Under his arm is a Bible. He is here tonight to tell 
of God’s miracle in his life. You listen to his sincere 
words and are convinced. Here is a change that only 
God could have wrought. Here indeed is a “new crea- 
tion.” Here is proof. 


I saw many more instances of God’s working. In 
Cook County Jail men condemned to death were brought 
the good news of the Saviour-God who could help even 
them. I have shaken hands with murderers who sur- 
rendered to God and lived visibly changed lives, lives 
of praise to God and testimony of His goodness, until 
they died to pay society for their misdeeds. 

But perhaps the greatest testimony to God’s working 
in re-creation came as the result of apparent misfortune. 
I had by this time become a firm believer in the prin- 
ciple and was actively engaged in spreading the gospel. 
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One cold night on South State Street four of us were 
busy talking to men about the matter. Without warning 
a police officer accosted us and “ran us in.” There he 
told us that we must stop bothering people. Requesting 
a talk with the superior officer, we finally put our case 
before the Head Sergeant. After questioning us, he 
gave his decision—and with authority. It constitutes, 
I think, an emphatic testimony to the truth I had been 
so concerned about: “You go ahead and talk to all of 
those bums you can, and if that ———— officer bothers 
you again, I'll have his beat changed. You boys are do- 
ing a wonderful work down there. We can arrest those 
fellows and throw them into jail or do anything else 
within our power, but when they get out again they’re 
just the same; but when you get through with them, 
they’re different men!” 

Now this man knew the situation. His testimony is 
both an admission of the hopelessness of human reform 
and a tribute to God's working which so re-created them 
that they were “different men.” 

After a year filled with such evidence, my belief in 
the principle of conversion became a conviction not to 
be shaken again. Then I began realizing its far-reach- 
ing implications. Not only drunkards and murderers, 
but all men could be helped. Here was the answer to 
all of the problems of man. 

If they are personal problems—over-powering evil 
within oneself or mustering sufficient moral courage, 
there is hope. You can be a “different man.” If they 
are social problems—crime, for instance—don’t rely on 
the measures which the police themselves see to be use- 
less. Spread the gospel, and the resulting conversions 
will thin the ranks of criminals. If war is the problem, 
don’t rely upon the mockery of reform; become mis- 
sionaries. 


The grandeur of the discovery so gripped my soul 
that the conviction became the ruling power of my life. 
I gave myself entirely to the task of bringing this mes- 
sage of hope to all. 


I am back in college now. Once again I hear that 
there is no such hope. Again I hear the empty prayers 
of those who beg God to save them and then, denying 
the possibility of His doing it, set out to do it them- 
selves. 


But I have seen the evidence, and I believe it. END 





SURPLUS 


We have a surplus of the following back issues of 
Hts: 1943, Nov. and Dec.; 1945, Oct.; 1946, Sept.; 
1947, Jan., Feb., April, May, June, July, Aug., 
Oct., Dec.; 1948, June-Sept. If you can put any of 
these to good use they are yours for the cost of the 
pustage. Send your request to: Circulation Man- 
ager, HIS, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, Illinois. 








mm ORCHESTRA drones on and on... 

Finally, you walk to the front of the auditorium. 
The president hands you your diploma. You return to 
your seat and surreptitiously peek inside the folder. 
Yes, the diploma really has your name on it. Now it 
is all over. Everyone is talking at once. Mother kisses 
you. Dad pats you on the back. Excitement. You have 
graduated. You are educated. You are an adult, no 
longer a student. But—what next? 

For the past four years you have been a member of 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. Most of your friends 
have also belonged. Among your friends, it was the 
accepted thing to be a Christian. The most looked-up-to 
one among you was the most ardent, zealous, Christ- 
like person. You have worked to win others to Christ. 
It was almost the expected thing to do. And in doing 
so, you have gained much for yourself. You have met 
together for daily praycr meetings. Bible study groups 
were alive with interest. You actually studied the Bible 
chapters beforehand, taking notes, puzzling out prob- 


BY GLADYS FOX 


lems so that you might be able to understand and to 
contribute to the group discussions. 

Your roommate and the two next-door were Chris- 
tians. It was not hard to take time for a daily Quiet 
Time when all of you got up together each morning 
at 6:30 and went to the study room. It wasn’t hard to 
go to Sunday school and church each Sunday when all 
of you went together. In fact, it would have been harder 
to explain why you weren’t going. You were able to 
share your problems with your friends and they under- 
stood. 

No, Christian living hasn’t been really hard during 
your college years. There is that close, stimulating fel- 
lowship with others that helps to make the Christian 
life easier and full of meaning. There has been a vital 
interest in prayer and in Bible study which leads always 
to a closer relationship to Christ and a closer fellowship 
with God. 

But now, what next? Maybe there is a short vacation 
and then a wedding. Habits of Bible study and Quiet 
Time suffer havoc during vacation. And they aren’t 
resumed very easily after marriage. The fact that your 
mate is a Christian won't solve it. After a year or two 
you may look back and wonder what has happened to 
the joyful Christian life you knew. Somehow your 
new friends aren’t as close as your college friends, and 
you have no one to share your Christian experiences 
with. Quiet Time seems to have disappeared entirely. 
There is the baby or housework—or a new business or 
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exciting boss—all plotted against you. Sunday school 
is out for one of you because of the baby. And it’s hard 
to go alone. Even church seems to be hard to attend. 
Rather than sharing your Christian beliefs, your neigh- 
borhood friends will possibly consider you odd if you 
start to tell about such things as answered prayer—so 
it is easier just not to mention them. Even prayer may 
be half forgotten. Your Christianity has become an in- 
active, once-a-Sunday affair. And your close fellow- 
ship with God? It, too, is gone. All that is left is the 
knowledge that some day you will be with Christ—and 
maybe at times you are not even too sure of that. 

The same sort of thing may happen to the girl or 
fellow who goes to work after graduation. In spite of 
good resolutions, eight hours a day five or six days a 
week can keep one busy. The work may be hard, tiring. 
And when that work is done, rather than Bible study 
or Quiet Time, entertainment and companionship seem 
deserved and necessary. When Sunday is the only free 
day, your new car and the highway may call louder 
than church. The discipline of good habits established 
in college is often lost in the maze of earning a living. 

What can be done? This is a problem that all Inter- 
Varsity college seniors should face. It is something the 
group should pray and think about. And above all, it 
is a problem you should do something about. Discuss 
the problem in your group. Think back to last summer. 
For how many did Christian growth come to a stand- 
still for the summer? Think how much worse it is to 
have your Christian development come to a halt—for 
life. Then you must make some sort of a plan. 

Your Inter-Varsity group could devote several meet- 
ing hours to this problem quite profitably. Maybe a 
special six weeks series of once-a-week meetings in the 
spring would be the answer. Talk it over. Look at the 
problem that faces each one individually during the 
next few months. Then get busy. Make a plan of ac- 
tion for each one and get it down on paper. It doesn’t 
have to be a five- or ten-year plan. Just a few months. 
Something that will get you started and set the pattern 
for your Christian life in the years to come. 


Maybe you will all decide to make some definite 
study, using a study help such as “Look at Life with 
the Apostle Peter” by Jane Hollingsworth and Alice 
Reid.* Just to say that you will study Matthew, then 
Mark, isn’t enough. Make it definite. If you aren’t 
going to use a study help, at least make yourself regu- 
lar assignments. Decide how you are going about your 
study and plan to do something written. Plan to share 
with others, by letter, discussing what you have studied. 

Choose books suitable for Quiet Time reading. List 
them and decide which one you are going to read first. 
Again, discussing by letter can make a book more vital. 
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Plan on exchanging the books which you each own. 
Make marginal notes and comments for the next reader 
to share with you. 


Make a group prayer list or maybe a prayer calendar. 
Possibly one person could act as a secretary and send 
out a monthly mimeographed list of the prayer requests 
sent to him’by former Inter-Varsity members. 


Plan to become an active member of a church. Don’t 
become just an attending member but a working mem- 
ber—a teacher or maybe a young people’s leader. The 
more you do, the more interest you will have in your 
church, and the more of the sense of the spirit of Christ 
you will retain. 


Determine what is next for you; plan for the future; 
ask God’s guidance and help. Stick to your plans. Don’t 
drop your Christianity with graduation! And above all, 
pray for the strength and determination to carry on, 
in spite of the pull of the world against true disciple- 
ship. END 


* Available from Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, 1444 North 
Astor, Chicago 10, Illinois, and 30 St. Mary, Toronto 5, Ontario. 
Price in U.S.—50¢ less discount for HIS subscribers. Write to 
Toronto office for Canadian rates. 





REPLACEMENTS IN BOLIVIA 


Students are asked to remember in prayer the Rev. 
and Mrs. David Blagdon Phillips and baby daughter, 
who sailed in April to Bolivia for missionary service 
under the Canadian Baptist Mission Board. During his 
high-school days, David was a member of the Kitsilano 
Inter-School Christian Fellowship chapter in Vancou- 
ver. Later he was president of the University of British 
Columbia IVCF, and still later, was sparkplug of an 
off-campus Bible study group organized while he took 


his graduate studies at McMaster University. 

He took along to Bolivia the Spanish Bible that had 
belonged to Norman Dabbs who, with seven others, was 
brutally slain in that country last August by a mob of 


drunken Indians. The Bible was the gift of Mrs. Dabbs, 


who is now in Canada. 
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COF meets 
the freshmen 


e@ The March HIS carried an account of the ‘courtesy 
cars” with which the Campus Christian Fellowship (Colorado 
A & M) welcomed new students to the campus last fall. Here 
is a more detailed account for chapters considering a similar 
venture this year: 


1. Pre-approach. IVCF students first talked to school au- 
thorities about their plan of meeting freshmen and other 
new students at buses and trains. The administration was 
most co-operative and as a result, asked IVCFers to help in 
Orientation Week for the freshmen. What's more, the college 
reserved parking space for the ‘‘courtesy cars." 


2. Carrying out of Plans. a. All students with cars were 
contacted and arrangements made for them to come to the 
campus early. b. Time schedules were studied, and students 
were assigned to meet certain buses and trains. c. An attempt 
was made to have an IVCF girl and fellow in each car, so 
that girls might be contacted by a girl, and fellows by a 
fellow. d. Booths were erected at beth bus and train depots 
with a big sign ‘‘Freshmen Check Here."’ e. Large signs read- 
ing ‘‘Courtesy Car, Campus Christian Fellowship” were posted 
on the sides of all the IVCF cars. f. Student passengers were 
handed literature and told about the local IVCF chapter while 
being taken to their places of residence. IVCFers also helped 
new students find rooms if they had none as yet. g. Freshmen 
were given a brief tour of the campus and campus “hang- 
outs."’ h. Wherever possible, baggage was picked up and 
delivered to the student's residence. 


3. Reactions. All students were pleased and much sur- 
prised to be met and so well cared for. Several of them 
wondered if IVCF was a frat or something like that. 


4. Follow-up. All students who showed some interest were 
contacted again at the end of the first week and offered an 
auto ride to the first football game in Denver. Contacts in 
the freshmen dorm met [VCFers with ‘Oh, you're the kids 
who met us at the station’ or, ‘‘Sure, we'll come to your 
party. You've been swell to us." 


The administration asked the Campus Christian Fellowship 
to write up how it carried out this project and to consider 
making it an annual tradition. 
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THROUGH THE BIBLE IN THREE YEARS 


THURSDAY, JUNE 1 

JEREMIAH 35 (1) Did the Lord commend 
the Rechabites because a. they lived in 
tents? b. they moved to Jerusalem? c. they 
obeyed their father? d. they drank no wine? 
(2) Although this episode took place some 
years (v. 1) before the violation of the cove- 
nant in c. 34, consider the moral significance 
of their juxtaposition. How were the Rech- 
abites a living sermon to Israel? (3) Note 
the reason godly men desire the perpetuation 
of a family name (v. 19): a man to stand 
before the Lord. Is this my motive in looking 
forward to parenthood? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 2 

JEREMIAH 36 (1) Why did the Lord ask 
Jeremiah to write all the messages He had 
spoken? Why do we have such a book as the 
Bible? Think over John 20:30-31 and I John 
5:13. (2) Why did the king, after having 
burned the roll, seek to kill Jeremiah? Did 
he succeed in his attempt to obliterate God’s 
word? Memorize Matt. 25:35. (3) Just as 
Jehoiakim tried to silence the message he 
did not relish (v. 29), so critics today try to 
discredit the Scriptures which they will 
neither believe nor even read (v. 23). 


SATURDAY, JUNE 3 

JEREMIAH 37 (1) How long did Jehoiakim’s 
son, Coniah (or Jehoiachin) reign as king 
(v. 1)? Cf. 36:30 with II Kings 24:6, 8. 
(2) What was Zedekiah’s attitude to God 
(vv. 2-3)? Can those who act like Zedekiah 
expect to have their prayers answered? See 
John 15:7. (3) How carefully every act of a 
servant of God is watched (v. 13)! So “they 
watched” the Lord Jesus “that they might 
accuse him.” Should I be surprised when 
my intentions are misconstrued? Does the 
Lord promise freedom from persecution? See 
Matt. 5:10-12. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 4 
JEREMIAH 38 (1) Did king Zedekiah stand 
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by his decision in regard to Jeremiah? With 
v. 5 ef. 37:21. What does God call such 
behavior? See Jas. 1:8. Am I apt to be two- 
faced? Then let me ask the Lord for a 
“single” heart. (2) Why do you think this 
little thoughtful act of Ebed-melech (v. 12) 
is included in God’s Word? Cf. Matt. 10:42. 
Am I too preoccupied with “important” busi- 
ness to think of little acts of love and to 
do them? (3) Did suffering or the vacillating 
conduct of the king lead Jeremiah to “tone 
down” God’s message? Or did he speak it 
mechanically? With v. 20 cf. II Cor. 5:20. 


How do I present God's truth to another? 


MONDAY, JUNE 5 

JEREMIAH 39 (1) At the last when Jerusalem 
was being taken, did Zedekiah make any at- 
tempt to obey the word of God (38:17) 
through Jeremiah? Will those who continu- 
ally refuse to heed God now be likely to turn 
to Him at the end of their lives? (2) Why 
was Nebuchadnezzar’s treatment of Zedekiah 
so harsh? Consider Zedekiah’s crime (II 
Chron. 36:13) and God’s view of it (Ezek. 
17:15, 18). Does it really matter whether or 
not I keep my agreements with non-Chris- 
tians? (3) Amid all the horror of the 
Babylonian conquest, nothing hindered the 
fulfillment of God’s promises to Jeremiah 
(15:11, 21). Nor did He forget the Ethiopian 
servant and his courageous act (38:7-13). 
What was the secret of his courage (v. 18b) ? 


TUESDAY, JUNE 6 

JEREMIAH 40 (1) Note the alternatives put 
before Jeremiah (v. 4): a comfortable life 
in the capital city of the world, or poverty 
and sorrow with a few, despised Jews in a 
conquered country? He chose as Moses did. 
See Heb. 11:25-26. (2) The new governor, 
an upright man, lacked one quality of a good 
leader. This failure led to his death (41:2). 
Recall Christ's command in this regard 
(Matt. 10:16). Am I harmless but blind? 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7 
JEREMIAH 41 (1) What sin lay at the root 


of Ishmael’s treachery? Note his family back- 
ground and the utter degeneration of that 
line even to violating (as did Judas in John 
13:21, 25-26) the most solemn sign of friend- 
ship—eating bread together. (2) Was Ish- 
mael’s massacre a design against the foreign 
yoke? Was he moved by patriotism? Con- 
sider 40:14; 41:10. (3) Vv. 10, 17 show the 
utter disregard of Gedaliah’s sound advice 
(40:9). Am I staying where God wants me 
or looking longingly at some other place, 
thinking it easier or safer? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 8 

JEREMIAH 42 (1) After starting on their way 
to Egypt (41:17), Johanan and the captains 
decided to ask God’s direction. When should 
they have sought this? When do I, before or 
after making my own plans? (2) What is 
God’s verdict concerning those who plan first 
and then pray (v. 20)? (3) Why do you 
think God delayed His answer for ten days 
(v. 7)? The Bible has much to say about 
“waiting on God.” See especially Isa. 30:18. 
Do I pray for guidance and then because 
the answer is not immediate, grow impatient 
and make my own decisions? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 9 

JEREMIAH 43 (1) How did the captains— 
and other men since—try to wangle them- 
selves out of obedience to God's word? 
(2) What did they hope to avoid by going 
into Egypt? Cf. 42:16. Egypt in Scripture is 
a type of the world. When I find the going 
dificult and God has to chastise me, do I 
yield to the temptation to go right back into 
the world as I was before my conversion? 
(3) Jeremiah, taken forcibly with the others 
now shows God’s coming judgment on Egypt. 
God would but chasten His own and spare 
them from the judgment of the world. Think 
over I Cor. 11:32. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 10 

JEREMIAH 44:1-14 (1) What was the sin 
above all others for which God had caused 
Judah and Jerusalem to be “wasted and deso- 
late”? Against which commandments was 
this a transgression? Compare what the Lord 
Jesus called the first and great command- 
ment (Matt. 22:37). When men deviate from 
this great law they cannot keep the second. 
(2) Why did the Lord find it so necessary 
to point out to the Jews in Egypt that it 
was not primarily the Chaldeans but God 
Himself who caused the devastation of the 
land of Judah? And why did He stress the 
sin that aroused His anger? (3) Note, God 
coes not minimize the influence of a wife 
(v. 9). See what Solomon’s did for him 
(I Kings 11:4). Stop, think and pray! 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11 

JEREMIAH 44:15-30 (1) The worship of a 
female idol known as the “Queen of heaven” 
was prevalent among Phoenicians, Assyrians, 
Egyptians, and Babylonians. Even the Jews 
adopted this wicked worship (cf. Jer. 7:17- 
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18). (2) To what did the Jews in Egypt 
attribute their recent national disaster? Con- 
sider the blasphemy (v. 18). Note how the 
chief sinners, the women, seek to implicate 
their husbands too (v. 19). (3) What is 
made very clear in the answer God gave 
through Jeremiah? Note “because” (4 times) 
and “therefore” (twice). Some day all men 
will know whose words have stood, the 
Lord's or theirs. Meanwhile, it is our privi- 
lege to trust His word before the proofs be- 
come headline news. 


MONDAY, JUNE 12 3 
JEREMIAH 45:1-46:12 (1) C. 45 is the Lord's 
message to an individual. Cc. 46-51 give 
prophecies concerning the Gentile nations, 
and c. 52 is the historical account of Jeru- 
salem’s capture in fulfillment of Jeremiah’s 
prophecies. (2) Jeremiah’s secretary had 
worked hard (36:4). Then instead of fame 
(45:5), he found all his work destroyed and 
his very life in danger. Hence his outcry 
(45:3). Lovingly yet searchingly God asks, 
“What is your real ambition?” Have I as a 
Christian any right to seek recognition or 
great things for myself? Did my Lord? See 
John 8:50 and 7:18. (3) God prophesied not 
only the doom of Jerusalem but also the 
fate of other nations. What lesson concerning 
their God would this be to the Jews who 
lived to see all this fulfilled? And what does 
it teach me? Cf. Rom. 3:29. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 13 

JEREMIAH 46:13—47:7 (1) What is the con- 
trast in vv. 17-18? God punishes not only 
the leaders of a wicked nation but also those 
that allow themselves to be duped (v. 25). 
Have I my trust in the right King? How do 
I know my confidence is not misplaced? 
(2) What is the Lord’s promise to His own 
people (vv. 27-28)? What is the difference 
between His punishment of the nations and 
that of His own people? Why does a father 
punish his son? Even so, why does God 
chasten His children? 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14 

JEREMIAH 48 (1) How would God make 
Moab ashamed of their national idol, 
Chemosh (vv. 7, 13)? In what else did Moab 
trust? Is my hope of security based on my 
country’s strength or riches (v. 7) or only 
in the Lord of hosts (v. 15)? (2) What was 
Moab’s chief sin (v. 29)? This sin more 
than any other stands in the way of our re- 
ceiving blessing from God. See Jas. 4:6. 
(3) Meditate on the phrase, “a vessel where- 
in is no pleasure” (v. 38). Cf. the many 


kinds of vessels in II Tim. 2:20-21. What 
kind am I? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 15 

JEREMIAH 49:1-22 (1) For the origin of 
Moab and Ammon see Gen. 19:36-38. God 
assigned them definite territory (Deut. 2:9, 
19). But judgment must fall for their sins, 
What sin, in Ammon’s case? (2) Edom (i.e. 
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Esau, the brother of Jacob) represents those 
who despise spiritual things (cf. Gen. 25:34) 
because of intellectual prowess (v. 7) and 
material security (v. 16). (3) What is sig- 
nificantly omitted in the prophecy concern- 
ing Edom in contrast to those concerning 
Moab (48:47) and Ammon (49:6)? Cf. 
Obadiah (v. 10) noting the words “for ever.” 
Has man any other prospect of “for ever”? 
See I Thess. 4:16-17. Am I in this picture? 


FRIDAY, JUNE. 16 

JEREMIAH 49:23-39 (1) God’s order of judg- 
ment is stated in I Pet. 4:17. Judgment had 
begun at the house of God with the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. Now it is the turn of the 
surrounding nations. (2) Damascus was the 
capital of the once powerful Syrian kingdom. 
Who was Ben-hadad (v. 27)? Cf. I Kings 
20:1, 20, 26-30, noting the Syrians’ attitude 
toward the Lord. (3) Vv. 28-33 deal with 
the various tribes of Arabia. Note that Elam- 
ites were among those present in Jerusalem 
for the great Pentecost when the Holy Spirit 
came (Acts 2:9). Perhaps in this may be 
seen a token of the fulfillment of v. 39. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 17 

JEREMIAH 50:1-20 (1) Any student of cc. 
50-51 should compare Rev. 17-18 which are 
also devoted to the judgment of Babylon. 
But is the Babylon of Revelation the former 
city rebuilt or does it refer to another world 
power? Think about this as you read. (2) 
Bel (v. 2) is another name and Merodach a 
title for Baal, the chief Babylonian deity. 
Babylon was notorious for its idolatry. Cf. v. 
38 and Dan. 5:4. (3) Consider the mar- 
velous promise of v. 20. Are my sins still on 
record in heaven? Cf. Isa. 44:22. Can this 
apply to me? See Col. 2:14 and Heb. 10:17. 
SUNDAY, JUNE 18 

JEREMIAH 50: 21-46 (1) What reason is given 
here for God’s judgment upon the very in- 
strument (v. 23) which He had used for the 
punishment of His people Israel? Note wv. 
24, 29, 31, 32. Has God ceased to use me? 
Am I a proud instrument? (2) In His exe- 
cuting judgment on Babylon, what did the 
Lord desire men to realize (v. 34)? Are my 
enemies, the world, the flesh, and the Devil 
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holding me fast and refusing to let me go? 


On whose strength am I depending to effect 
my release? 


MONDAY, JUNE 19 

JEREMIAH 51:1-24 (1) Note the warning God 
gave His people of the destruction of 
Babylon. For what purpose (v. 6)? Cf. the 
warning in Rev. 18:4. (2) What is referred 
to by the “wine” with which Babylon caused 
all nations to become mad (v. 7)? Cf. 
50:2, 38. (3) The Medo-Persian alliance 
which overthrew the Chaldean empire was 
strong, but is that sufficient explanation for 
the fall of mighty Babylon (v. 11)? Learn 
to look at history from God’s viewpoint. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 20 

JEREMIAH 51:25-44 (1) When God sets Him- 
self against a nation, what are the ways in 
which He makes the conqueror strong (vv. 
27-28) and the offender weak (v. 30)? Let 
me remember this as I attack the strong- 
holds of Satan by prayer. God can make 
Satan give up souls whom he has claimed, 
just as He rescued His own from the maw 
of the Babylonian idol (v. 44). (2) V. 39 
(as also v. 57) was graphically fulfilled the 
night of Babylon’s destruction. See Dan. 
5:1-4, 30. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21 

JEREMIAH 51:45-64 (1) Note God's reiterated 
warning to His people (v. 45) not to become 
involved in the judgment of Babylon. Cf. 
50:8 and 51:6. God ever seeks to spare those 
who trust in Him from the judgment of un- 
believers, as Lot from Sodom (Gen. 19:12- 
13). (2) As the destruction of Babylon drew 
near, on what were God’s people to set their 
thoughts (v. 50)? So as the judgment of this 
world approaches, on what should I set my 
hopes and ambitions? See Heb. 12:22, 26-28. 
THURSDAY, JUNE 22 

JEREMIAH 52 (1) What is the significance of 
this historical record following the two long 
chapters on the destruction of Babylon? Con- 
sider 50:29b. (2) Note the detailed account 
of the despoiling of the temple. Link this 
with 50:28, 51:11. As Christians, we are the 
temples of the Holy Spirit. Let us heed the 
warning of I Cor. 3:16-17. (3) Contrast the 
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closing paragraph of c. 51 with that of c. 52. 
For Babylon there is no hope of restoration, 
for Judah there is given a token of the 
restoration God had most solemnly promised 
(see 31:35-38). 


FRIDAY, JUNE 23 
THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH—Introduc- 


tion: Israel and Judah had rejected Jehovah; 
and in spite of frequent warning, had per- 
sisted in deliberate sin. Finally the judgment 
of God fell upon this rebellious people. Is- 
rael was carried away captive. The Holy 
City, Jerusalem, fell to the enemy amid fear- 
ful suffering of its citizens and was des- 
troyed. Jeremiah, the prophet, had witnessed 
God’s righteous judgment and in this in- 
spired elegy he bewails his people’s sin and 
its just penalty. 

LAMENTATIONS 1 (1) Answer the question of 
v. 12 remembering that this is a national 
fulfillment of Gal. 6:7. The Christian is for- 
given the eternal punishment of his sin be- 
cause of Christ’s atoning death, but he does 
not necessarily escape the inevitable conse- 
quence of his sin in this life. (2) V. 18 is 
always true: the nearer one draws to God 
the more conscious he is of the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin. In the final analysis all 
sin is against a holy and righteous God (Ps. 
51:4). 


SATURDAY, JUNE 24 

LAMENTATIONS 2 (1) Jeremiah in agony of 
heart bewails the sin of his people and the 
just judgment of God. Am I indifferent to 
sin about me? Am I insensitive to the pres- 
ence of sin in the world and in the Church 
of Jesus Christ? A function of the Holy 
Spirit is to make me conscious of my per- 
sonal sin, of God’s judgment and also of sin 
against my fellows. Cf. Isa. 6:5. (2) God 
uses a human instrument in His judgment 
of sin, but in the final analysis it is God 
who exacts judgment. In judging the sin of 
His people. He sometimes provides an op- 
portunity for His enemies to rejoice. Note 
vy. 15-17. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 25 

LAMENTATIONS 3 (1) This chapter is thrill- 
ing and exalting. Take time to meditate care- 
fully on it verse by verse. (2) Contrast and 
compare the four sections; vv. 1-21, God’s 
judgment of the sinner; vv. 22-36, faith in 
God's grace and mercy where there is re- 
pentance for sin; vv. 37-54, confession of 
sin and repentance in the midst of divine 
judgment; vv. 55-66, God’s grace and mercy 
and also the final judgment of unrepented 
sin. (3) Have I a triumphant faith which is 





assured of the ultimate victory of God in | 


the worldwide calamities of this age? Am I 
personally victorious amidst the difficulties 
of my own life (vv. 22-27)? 


MONDAY, JUNE 26 

LAMENTATIONS 4 (1) The former glory of 
Zion is contrasted with its present desola- 
tion (vv. 1-3), the purity of the Nazarite 
with his present defilement amid judgment 
(vv. 7-8). (2) This judgment is the result 
of sins and iniquities of the religious leaders 
of the nation (v. 13). If, as a professing 
Christian or a chapter leader, I fall into sin, 
not only do I lose my testimony, not only is 
God dishonored, but I bring a similar dis- 
grace and judgment upon the other Chris- 
tians with whom I am associated. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 27 

LAMENTATIONS 5 (1) In this last lament Jere- 
miah confesses his nation’s sin. He was an 
eye-witness of God's judgment. He has 
poured out his heart in anguish over Jeru- 
salem’s destruction. Now he turns again to 
God (“Remember,” v. 1; "thou remainest,” 
v. 19) with the prayer of repentance, “Turn 
thou us unto thee, O Lord, renew .. .” (v. 
21). Cf. I John 1:9, (2) If we have sinned, 
and if there are wasted years, yet there is 
also the glorious promise of Joel 2:25-26. If 
we really turn to the Lord, even the disgrace 
of the past can in a sense be recaptured in 
the glory of the present. The Lord can re- 
store even wasted years. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28 

LUKE 1:1-25 (1) Definitely claim v. 4 for 
the study of this book. Notice our basis for 
confidence in Luke’s qualifications as faith- 
ful recorder: physical sight (v. 2; cf. I John 
1:1); spiritual insight (v. 3; cf. I Cor. 2:15). 
(2) Vv. 1-4 are introductory. V. 5 begins 
Luke’s record of our Lord’s life and death. 
What sort of people does God bless (v. 6; 
Jas. 5:16b)? Note well the result of a 
worthy Christian walk (v. 14a). (3) Note 
also the result of doubt (vv. 18-20; cf. Mark 
9:14-32, esp. v. 24). If God dealt with you 
as with Zacharias, would He ever have had 
occasion to strike you dumb? 

THURSDAY, JUNE 29 

LUKE 1:26-39 (1) Mary was the instrument 
through whom the Word became flesh (John 
1:14), Note hints of her loveliness (vv. 28-29, 
38). (2) The body of our Lord is called a 
“Holy Thing” (v. 35) especially prepared te 
be an offering for sin (Heb. 10:5, 10), broken 
for us (I Cor. 11:24). Why was Mary’s Son 
to be called Jesus (v. 31; Matt. 1:21)? 
(3) What else was He to be called (v. 35) ? 


The questions of THIS MORNING WITH GoD are based 
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of the Scripture Union series. North American office of 
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Cf. I John 3:1. How may we have a similar 
designation (John 3:1-8)? Do you qualify 
to be so named? (4) Very reverently read 
Gal. 4:19, noting especially the last five 
words. God grant our hearts may be as 
wombs in which He is today formed in spirit. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 30 

LUKE 1:39-56 (1) By what power did Elisa- 
beth speak (vv. 41-42a)? Cf. Acts 28:25; 
Mark 12:36; Acts 4:8; 7:55; I Cor. 2:4. Of 
whom does the Holy Ghost always testify 
(John 14:26; 15:26)? (2) What was re- 
vealed to Elisabeth (v. 43)? To Mary (vy. 
46-47)? Does the truth of John 15:26 pro- 
duce in you the same testimony as in Mary 
(vv. 46-47, 49; cf. Matt. 16:17)? (3) Find 
the seventeen masculine pronouns in Mary's 
song (vv. 46-55). To whom do they refer? 
All truth, knowledge, power, hope, and 
beauty have their source in Him—past, pres- 
ent, future (I Cor. 1:30-31). 


July 


SATURDAY, JULY 1 

LUKE 1:57-80 (1) Notice how John was set 
apart by and for God from the beginning. 
“The hand of the Lord was with him” (v, 
66): at conception (v. 18); prenatally (v. 
41); at birth (v. 57); in name (v. 13); in 
physical and spiritual development (v. 80). 
Note how these facts are in great measure 
paralleled in the cases of individuals: before 
birth (Ps, 22:10: Gal. 1:15); in name (Gen. 
17:5; 32:28); in physical and _ spiritual 
growth (I Sam. 2:21, 26). (2) For what dual 
purpose was John set apart (vv. 76b-77)? 
For whom are you set apart (Ps. 4:3)? For 
what purpose (v. 79a; Acts 1:8)? (3) God 
grant that each reader may live according to 
God's plan in and through him—‘“Saved,. .. 
to perform” (vv. 71-72). How are we to 


serve Him (vv. 74b-75) ? 


SUNDAY, JULY 2 

LUKE 2:1-20 (1) Make v. 15b your aim for 
this study. Read earnestly I Cor. 1:27-29, 
and apply it to the facts of Christ’s birth. 
The place: obscure and humble (vv. 4, 7; 
Micah 5:2). The people: Joseph and Mary— 
unknown, inconspicuous; the shepherds— 
simple, unlearned, pursuing an ordinary call- 
ing (I Cor. 1:26). The Child: a human babe, 
one of the most helpless of all God's crea- 
tures (v. 7a, 12; Isa. 53:1-3). (2) See Rom. 
11:33, and meditate on the following: Deity 
in a stable, King in a manger, God among 
His cattle, angels caroling to shepherds. Why 
was God so infinitely condescending (Phil. 


2:7-11; Eph. 5:25b-27)? (3) Might the cir-. 


cumstances of her Son’s birth be one of the 
things upon which Mary pondered (v. 19)? 
MONDAY, JULY 3 

LUKE 2:21-39 (1) Five events are recorded 
here: a. The Lord’s circumcision (v. 21; cf. 


Gen. 17:9-10); b. His dedication (vv. 22, 24; 
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Num. 18:16); c. Mary's purification (v. 22; 
Lev. 12:2-4); d. Simeon’s adoration (vv. 
95-35); and e. Anna’s adoration (vv. 36-38). 
The first three events represent the Old 
Testament economy of which Anna and 
Simeon—who anticipate the fulfillment of its 
types and shadows—are representatives. V. 
32 looks toward the New Testament econ- 
omy. (2) The central figure is the infant 
Jesus, fulfilling the Old and beginning the 
New. Find the seven titles given Him here 
(vv. 25, 26, 30, 32, 34, 38). How many point 
to the Old Testament economy? To the New? 
Each is wonderfully fulfilled in Christ. (3) 
Notice v. 28. How do you feel about Simeon? 
Can your relationship with this One be as 
intimate (cf. S. of Sol. 1:12-17)? Have your 
eyes seen God’s salvation (v. 30)? 
TUESDAY, JULY 4 

LUKE 2:40-52 (1) How did Mary and Joseph 
lose sight of their Son (v. 44)? How can it 
happen to us (Luke 10:41; Matt. 14:30-31) ? 
Can we take our relationship to Him for 
granted (Rom. 8:38-39)? But can we take 
our fellowship with Him for granted (Ps. 
66:18)? Read Luke 15:11-32, esp. 24, 32. 
Note that the relationship was not lost. He 
remained a son, but a son out of fellowship 
with his father. In Ps. 51:12, what had David 
lost? (2) What did Mary and Joseph do 
about Jesus’ disappearance (vv. 44-45; cf. 
Ps, 63:1)? What was their attitude (v. 48) ? 
Do I experience a similar sorrow at being 
out of touch with the Lord? (3) Where can 
our Lord always be found (see v. 49; Phil. 
4:9, esp. last seven words) ? 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3 

LUKE 3 (1) In this account of John the 
Baptist, note: his message (v. 2b); the mes- 
senger himself (Matt. 11:lla); reason for 
his message (v. 4b); message itself (v. 3); 
immediate results (vv. 10, 12, 14a; cf. John 
6:28, 30); ultimate result, still future (v. 6; 
Rev. 1:7). (2) In view of the Lord’s mes- 
sage (Mark 1:14-15) was John’s message 
(v. 3) complete or partial (v. 16)? Is it 
essential to salvation (II Pet. 3:9c; Luke 
13:3)? (3) Will the preaching of the gos- 
pel be “good news” to one who is not re- 
pentant (vv. 19-20; Ps. 34:18)? Pray that 
the Spirit of God will go before the preach- 
ing of the gospel, bringing men to a sense 
of their sin and need, thus preparing them 
to receive His Word. This is a ministry es- 
sential to salvation (Ps. 139: 23-24). 
THURSDAY, JULY 6 

LUKE 4:1-15 (1) Is temptation itself a sin 
(Jas. 1:12)? What weapon will defeat Satan 
(vv. 4a, 8a, 10a; Eph. 6:17b; Ps. 119:11)? 
What paramount condition must be met be- 
fore this weapon can be effectively used (I 
John 5:4-5)? (2) From these three sources 
come all of temptation: a. the flesh (v. 3; 
Gal. 5:17; Jas. 1:14); b. the world (v. 6; I 
John 2:16); c. the Devil (v. 9; John 13:2). 
Does God ever tempt anyone (Jas. 1:13)? 


HIS, JUNE, 1950 


(2) Definitely claim the following verses as 
effective weapons (remember “It is written”) 
against each of the three sources of tempta- 
tion: Gal. 2:20 for victory over the flesh; 
Gal. 6:14 for victory over the world; I John 
3: 8b for victory over Satan. (3) Cf. v. 13 
with I Pet. 1:6 and meditate on I Cor. 10:13. 
If Satan’s defeat lies in the Word, in what 
is the believer’s victory (1 Cor. 15:57)? 
FRIDAY, JULY 7 

LUKE 4:16-30 (1) What three Old Testament 
passages does Christ refer to in this section 
(see Isa. 61:1-2; I Kings 17:9ff; II Kings 
5:1-14)? What is Christ’s claim concerning 
the Isaiah passages (v. 21)? (2) Notice that 
each passage to which Christ referred holds 
a promise He now fulfills: Isa. 61:1-2 is a 
proclamation of liberty (see Lev. 25:10). Is 
He your Jubilee, your Liberty (John 8:36; 
Gal. 5:13a)? Are you free? (3) I Kings 
17:9ff holds the promise of sustenance (I 
Kings 17:9; Ps. 36:8-9). He, the living 
Word, is in the written Word, the Bread and 
Water of life without whom our souls lan- 
guish. (4) II Kings 5:1-14 holds the promise 
of cleansing and forgiveness (I John 1:9). 
He is the believer’s Righteousness: I Cor. 
1:30. Is He yours? Answer the question of 
v. 22, Do you wonder at v. 28? See Luke 
24:44, 

SATURDAY, JULY 8 

LUKE 4:31-44 (1) Christ in the synagogue 
(v. 33). What did our Lord teach in the 
synagogue? Whether it be the Old Testa- 
ment economy or the New, religion without 
Christ pre-eminent has no reality, substance, 
or truth. Read Mark 7:1-13, noting esp. vv. 
7, 9, 13. Is Christ truly exalted in my 
church? (2) Christ in the home (v. 38). As 
soon as Peter began to follow Jesus, his fam- 
ily benefited (v. 39); cf. John 1:41; Josh. 


2:18; Acts 11:14). Where was the first 
miracle performed (John 2:1-11)? Has 
Christ been made known in my home? 


(3) Christ in the streets, among the multi- 
tudes (v. 40). Our Lord is the only answer 
to humanity’s need (Luke 15:1-2; Matt. 
11:28). Am I making Him known to those 
on my street (in my dorm)? (4) Christ 
alone (v. 42). To be alone with God is the 
great essential (Matt. 6:6; Mark 9:29; Ps. 
62:5). Have you chosen the “good part” (to 
be alone with Jesus) as Mary did (Luke 
10:40) ? 

SUNDAY, JULY 9 

LUKE 5:1-16 (1) What did Peter learn of 
Christ in yesterday’s passage? That lesson 
was the result of an objective experience— 
it happened to someone else. This was sub- 
jective—it happened to him. Are hearing 
and seeing sufficient (Mark 4:12. Then see 
Eph. 1:18; II Tim. 2:7)? (2) Trace the de- 
velopment of Peter’s experience. The chal- 
lenge: v. 4; Isa. 55:1; John 7:37-38; Rev. 
22:17. Peter’s response: a. his recognition of 
failure without Christ (v. 5a; John 15:5); 


b. his obedience (v. 5b; Heb. 15:9); c. his 
conviction of personal guilt and sin (v. 8; 
Isa. 6:5). The result: blessing to all con- 
cerned (v. 9), and promise of future victory 
(v. 10; John 10:10b). (3) How does your 
experience compare with Peter’s? Have you 
discovered the realities he did? If not, have 
you considered doing what he and the others 
did in v. 11? Or what the leper did in vy. 12? 
Christ is able (v. 13)! 

MONDAY, JULY 10 

LUKE 5:17-39 (1) Notice v. 22. Notice also 
the three things the Jews reasoned about: 
sin (vv. 21-26); sinners (vv. 30-32); the be- 
liever’s life. Have you considered these three 
basic things? What do you learn from our 
Lord’s answers regarding these three funda- 
mental problems? (2) Of sin. Who is the 
only Deliverer from personal sin and guilt 
(vv. 21, 24; Acts 4:12)? Of sinners. Are the 
publicans and sinners the only sinners men- 
tioned in v. 30? Will all those to whom sal- 
vation is offered accept it (v. 31)? But for 
how many did Christ die (I John 2:2)? Of 
the believer’s life. See v. 34; John 10:10; 
Ps. 16:6, 11—note well. Joy is lost when we 
are separated from the Lover of our souls 
(v. 35). 

TUESDAY, JULY 11 

LUKE 6:1-19 (1) Notice v. 12. What preceded 
our Lord’s night of prayer (vv. 1-11)? What 
followed (vv. 12-19)? Observe the extremes 
of these two passages—Christ both repelling 
and drawing men. What is it that antag- 
onizes men who are exposed to Christ and 
His Word (II Cor. 2:15-16)? (2) Notice 
what it is that effectively attracts men to 
their Saviour (v. 19): His own person. They 
sought to touch Him. And what is His re- 
sponse to those who truly seek Him (Luke 
5:31; John 6:37)? (3) What is the differ- 
ence between the individuals of these two 
groups? Is it merely a personal prejudice 
for or against Christ, or is it something much 
deeper than that (cf. Luke 9:31-32) ? 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 12 

LUKE 6:20-38 (1) Notice v. 20. Upon whom 
did Christ lift His eyes (II Chron. 16:9; Ps. 
11:4-7)? Are His eyes on you? (2) Find 
the seven blessings promised the believer in 
this passage (vv. 20, 21, 23, 35, 37). Are 
these blessings all yours? If not, why not 
(Matt. 6:33)? (3) What is the prospect 
of those who reject (vv. 24-26)? Woe means 
“deserving of condemnation.” Woe is the 
antithesis of blessing, the end of those who 
put their trust outside of Christ. Notice that 
though-works have no place as grounds for 
salvation (Eph. 2:8-9), they have a vital 
place in God’s plan for Christians (Eph. 
2:10). While good works do not justify, they 
are tangible evidence of justification by 
faith. Believers ought to do at least as well 
as those who trust to their works (vv. 32- 
34)! Who is responsible (accountable) to do 
God’s work (v. 27a, note well)? (4) Are 
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you obeying the first word in v. 38? What 
is included besides money? Notice the multi- 
plied reward that follows obedience here— 
it is designed for present experience. 


THURSDAY, JULY 13 

LUKE 6:39-49 (1) What is our Lord talking 
about here? Do you feel the reasoning be- 
hind His words? The key verses are 46-47. 
Can we rightly call ourselves Christians and 
not conform to His commandments (John 
14:21)? Why does our Lord put such em- 
phasis on “doing”? (2) Meditate on the 
figures of speech Christ used in contrasting 
a true disciple (v. 40) with a hypocrite (v. 
42). How can we distinguish the one from 
the other (v. 44; I John 3:18-19; Matt. 
7:20)? Consider the fact that wickedness is 
not passive, but aggressively active (II Thess. 
2:7a). (3) Both real and hypocritical Chris- 
tians are building as did the two men in the 
parable of vv. 47-49. What are the founda- 
tions compared to? Upon which foundation 
are you building? See I Cor. 3:9-15, and 
then answer these questions: If you are 
building on the Lord Jesus Christ, how are 
you building? Will it last? Will you receive 
a reward in addition to salvation? Can you 
“build” only in “active” Christian work 
(Col. 3:22b-25) ? 


FRIDAY, JULY 14 

LUKE 7:1-17 (1) Find qualities of the cen- 
turion’s faith which characterize it as “great” 
in the Lord’s estimation (vv. 3, 5-8). How 
many of these characterize your faith? (2) 
Notice the “also” in v. 8 and analyze the 
reason for Christ’s power and authority to 
work miracles. The centurion saw Christ in 
authority for the same reason he was in au- 
thority—because, first, under it (cf. Matt. 
28:18; John 10:18). (3) Vv. 11-15 record an 
example of Christ’s power over death. Apply 
this spiritually (Eph. 2:1, 5, 6). Is this 
risen life yours? Christ used His power over 
death two other times: John 11:44; Mark 
5:41. Note the immediate results of each 
case—the son spoke, Lazarus was unbound, 
the child ate. We are given new life to 
testify, to be unbound from the power of 
sin, and to be nourished on the Word. Do 
these three things characterize your daily, 
risen life? 

SATURDAY, JULY 15 

LUKE 7:18-35 (1) Notice in today’s portion 
how Christ stimulated men to think. How 
often He aroused men to ponder concerning 
Himself and His message. (2) What had 
John said of Jesus (John 1:29)? What did 
the Jews say of Jesus (v. 34)? of John (v. 
33)? What did Jesus say of John (vv. 24- 
28a)? What did Jesus say of believers (vv. 
23, 28b)? What do you say of Jesus? (3) 
How did Jesus allay John’s doubts concern- 
ing His Person (vy. 21-22)? What signifi- 
cance did Christ attach to His miracles 
(John 14:11)? 


SUNDAY, JULY 16 

LUKE 7:36-50 (1) Why did Simon desire to 
have Jesus as guest (cf. Luke 11:54)? Why 
did Jesus go (Luke 19:10)? Why did the 
woman go (v. 37)? What was Simon's eval- 
uation of the situation (v. 39)? What was 
the woman’s evaluation (v. 38) and why (v. 
47)? Vv. 41-42 give the Lord’s evaluation 
within a parable. Note the word “both” in 
v. 42. What does it reveal (John 3:16; Acts 
10:34)? (2) One a religious sinner, the 
other an ethical sinner, represent the ex- 
tremes of the social scale. Was Simon more 
qualified for eternal life than the woman 
(v. 42)? Why was the woman’s evaluation 
of Christ so different from Simon’s (v. 48) ? 
(3) What characterizes a sinner forgiven (v. 
47)? A sinner unforgiven? Are you one of 
little or great love? Why? Have you an 
“alabaster box” for Him? 

MONDAY, JULY 17 

LUKE 8:1-15 (1) Who were Jesus’ compan- 
ions (vv. 1-3)? Might not one reason for 
our Lord’s seeking followers be that He de- 
sired certain ones to be near Him (see John 
14:3)? Are you numbered in this group? Is 
this not a wonderful reason to be there— 
just to be near Him? (2) Notice “much 
people” in v. 4. According to this passage, 
will they all choose to be with Him? Could 
they if they would (I John 2:2; Rev. 
22:17)? If you divide the seed equally 
among the different types of soil, about what 
proportion will spring up and yield a har- 
vest? What things hinder the others (vv. 12- 
14)? (3) Though the good news of salva- 
tion is not explicitly in this passage, it is 
there implicitly—for by believing the “glad 
tidings of the kingdom of God” (v. 1), any 
heart-ground can be made fertile. How is 
the one who is “good ground” described 
(v. 15)? Do all these characterize you? 
TUESDAY, JULY 18 

LUKE 8:16-25 (1) The key to the meaning of 
these verses is v. 18. For all that follows 
depends upon how one has heard the gospel. 
If one hears with an open and receptive 
heart, what things will be true in the life 
(vv. 16, 18, 21)? (2) When these things be- 
come experimentally true of a Christian, his 
faith will be tested (vv. 22-25). Note that 
the testing lay in the path of obedience. 
What is God’s purpose in testing (I Pet. 
1:6-7) ? What did you learn of Him through 
your last testing? Will you ever forget? 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19 

LUKE 8:26-39 (1) In v. 39 the phrase “great 
things” is used twice. When Scripture re- 
peats itself, it is always significant. What is 
the “great” thing in this passage (cf. vv. 27, 
29 with v. 35)? (2) Notice the other “great” 
[unusual] things: destruction of the swine 
(v. 33b); the Gadarenes’ rejection of Christ 
(v. 37); Christ’s rejection of the Gadarenes 
(v. 37); His rejection of the cured man’s 
presence (v. 38). Unquestionably these are 


remarkable things, but what makes them so 
—the circumstances themselves, or the per. 
son of Jesus Christ in the midst? (3) Where 
did Jesus want the ex-demoniac to put the 
emphasis in his witness—on the “great 
things” or on God Himself? Do I ever exalt 
my “experience” when I should be exalting 
the Lord? 

THURSDAY, JULY 20 

LUKE 8:40-56 (1) Contrast v. 40 with v. 37, 
Which describes your attitude toward Christ? 
(2) What did Jairus and the woman have in 
common (cf. Luke 5:31)? Although He is 
not offended if we turn to Him last (v. 43), 
why should we regard Him as only a last 
resort when He is the best? Why did He 
work miracles (John 14:11)? (3) The wom 
an’s faith made her whole (v. 48). Jairus’ 
faith made his daughter whole (v. 50), 
Faith in what? Faith in faith? No! Faith 
in the effective object—Jesus (v. 46). This 
is essential. It explains vv. 47-54. He could 
not allow the woman to go believing that 
her touch had healed her, for it didn’t; He 
did. He demands faith in His person if He 
is to work effectually—otherwise His power 
is paralyzed (Matt. 13:58). For that reason 
He put out all except those who had faith 
in Himself (v. 51). Am I hindering His 
working in my life for this reason? Let me 
claim Matt. 17:20. 

FRIDAY, JULY 21 

LUKE 9:1-17 (1) Much can be learned here 
of Christian work. Where did the workers 
come from (Luke 6:13)? Whose work was 
it (Luke 2:49)? Who authorized the work: 
ers, and whose word did they preach (v. 2; 
I Thess. 2:4)? (2) Were the workers to de 
pend upon themselves for the supply of their 


needs? Notice that God has two methods 
of providing: directly (vv. 3-5; I Thess. 
2:9); and through others (Matt. 27:55; 


Phil. 4:18). Was the manner of their recep- 
tion merely a personal thing (v. 5; Matt. 
10:40)? (3) Who got the report (v. 10)? 
What is the significance of the word “pri- 
vately” in v. 10 (cf. Matt. 6:4, 6, 18)? (4) 
The above verses speak of God's provision 
for man’s greatest need—his spiritual need. 
Vv. 11-17 speak of man’s physical need. How 
blessed to know He provides for both! Apply 
v. 17 to both kinds of needs. Notice the rela- 
tive importance of man’s spiritual and physi: 
cal needs (Luke 4:4; Matt. 10:28). 
SATURDAY, JULY 22 

LUKE 9:18-36 (1) Notice vv. 21, 36. Some 
things are kept from the world. Read and 
meditate on the following verses: Ps. 25:14; 
Matt. 7:6; John 16:12; Matt. 13:11, 17. Now 
see Matt. 16:17. What are some of the in- 
finitely precious truths in this passage hid- 
den from an indifferent world (vv. 20, 22, 
23, 24, 26b) ? (2) While God does not choose 
to hide these truths from any, they are 
hidden from those who choose to remain ip 
spiritual darkness (Matt. 13:15; John 3:19; 
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I Cor. 2:14). How significant that the Lord’s 
transfiguration follows immediately, giving 
assurance that these hidden things are true— 
that Jesus in His person, works, word, is 
God's eternal beloved Son. Though the world 
will not hear and believe, will you (v. 35)? 
SUNDAY, JULY 23 

LUKE 9:37-50 (1) Notice “next day” in v. 37. 
Oh, the infinite condescension of His coming 
down into the valley (Phil. 2:7-8)! Note 
that Biblical Christianity is the only religion 
wherein God comes down to man. All others 
are methods by which man endeavors to 
reach up to God. (2) God’s message for the 
“valley” is in v. 44. What does this verse 
point to as God's single plan for mankind 
(cf. Col. 1:20)? Notice in v. 31 that Christ’s 
death was not only earth’s only hope, but 
also heaven’s single theme—the subject 
which occupied those on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. (3) How are we to regard 
other followers of the Lord who serve Him 
and yet do not cross their theological t’s 
just as we do (vv, 49-50; Phil. 1:18)? 
MONDAY, JULY 24 

LUKE 9:51-62 (1) This study brings a great 
dividing point—“‘the time was come” (v. 51). 
What stopped? What started? If Christ had 
come only to give a living demonstration of 
a sinless, perfect life, He might have closed 
His mission here and never returned from 
the Mount of Transfiguration. Now the 
events begin which ended in His crucifixion 
and death in Jerusalem (v. 51). How long 
ago had God planned this (Rev. 13:8b)? (2) 
Note the tragedy of v. 53! The Samaritans 
of that day are not unlike many today who 
praise His perfect life but are unwilling to 
accept the implications of His death (I Cor. 
1:23-24). What was the purpose of Christ’s 
coming (v. 56)? (3) If v. 54 describes your 
feelings against those who don’t receive Him, 
remember that destruction is in the Lord’s 
hands alone (see Matt. 13:28-30, 41-42). A 
good and fit disciple does not tarry to take 
vengeance or be entangled in the affairs of 
this life (vv. 57-61). Am I using my per- 
sonal welfare (v. 58), or family obligations 
(v. 59), or social relationships (v. 60) as 
excuses to keep me from following the Lord 
wholly? 

TUESDAY, JULY 25 

LUKE 10:1-24 (1) The picture here is of the 
Lord sending forth His laborers with the 
message of v. 9. Will all those of the harvest 
receive the laborers? How does Christ char- 
acterize the work (v. 3)? (2) Notice the 
“woe” in v. 13. Find the reason for it in 
vv. 10, 16. Why is Sidon to be less severely 
judged than Bethsaida, or Tyre than Chora- 
zin (vy. 13-14), or darkest Africa than 
America? See Luke 12:47-48. (3) Now note 
the “joy” of vv. 17, 20. Where did Christ 
want the seventy to put the emphasis? Are 
we to rejoice in our service or His salvation? 
(4) Do you value the gospel that brought 
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you eternal life (vv. 21-24)? Remember, it 
cost the life of your Lord and the lives of 
countless of His laborers who were faithful 
to the call to go and teach (Matt. 28:19). 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26 

LUKE 10:25-42 (1) Put yourself in the place 
of the “certain man” of v. 30. In what con- 
dition is he (cf. Eph. 2:1)? What makes 
his situation especially tragic (vv. 31-32; 
Phil. 2:20)? (2) Who does something for 
him (vv. 33-35)? Who is the Samaritan? 
(3) Notice the verbs showing action on the 
part of the Samaritan. Each one presents a 
specific aspect of Christ’s mission. “Came” 
(John 1:11-12); “saw” (John 1:48); “had 
compassion” (Ps. 86:15); “went” Heb. 13: 
11-12); “bound” (Isa. 61:1); “poured oil” 
(Ps. 23:5); “set” (Eph. 2:6); “brought” 
(S. of Sol. 2:4); “took care” (I Pet. 5:7); 
“departed” (Acts 1:9); “took .. . gave” 
(Phil. 4:19); “come again” (John 14:3); 
“repay” (Rev. 22:12). Is this not an ex- 
quisite portrait of the mission of the Son of 
God? 

THURSDAY, JULY 27 

LUKE 11:1-13 (1) With what simple subject 
does this passage deal? For what are the 
disciples asking? What made them want to 
pray (with v. 1 cf. Heb. 7:25)? (2) Notice 
that according to the divine pattern, prayer 
ought to be directed: a. on the behalf of 
the futherance of God’s glory (v. 2); b. on 
behalf of man’s physical need (v. 3); c. on 
behalf of man’s spiritual need (v. 4a); and 
d. on behalf of victorious Christian living 
(v. 4b). Note carefully the divine order. 
Meditate on it. (3) What kind of a God 
hears our prayers? (The answer is given by 
contrast—vv. 7-8 with 9-10.) Contrast vv. 
11-12 with 13. God’s gift of the Holy Spirit 
is better than any gift given by man to man. 
Why? 

FRIDAY, JULY 28 

LUKE 11:14-26 (1) Notice the two kingdoms 
referred to in vv. 17, 20. What things are re- 
vealed about God's kingdom (vv. 14, 20, 22)? 
About Satan’s (vv. 21, 24, 25, 26)? (2) How 
does Christ answer the accusation that He is 
able to cast out demons by the power of 
Beelzebub? Note that the answer is really 
in two parts (vv. 17-19; 20-22), both of 
which are excellent examples of Christ’s 
logical reasoning which could not be effec- 
tively argued against. (3) Vv. 24-26 show 
the folly of reformation without regenera- 
tion. Satan may counterfeit security, peace, 
and even righteousness (vv. 21, 25), but 
when all seems to be well, the evil spirit 
returns, making conditions infinitely worse 
than they were to start with (v. 26). Chris- 
tian graces are not mere “garnishings”; they 
are “fruit” (see Gal. 5:22-23). 

SATURDAY, JULY 29 

LUKE 11:27-36 (1) What was Christ’s answer 
to the one who sought to praise His mother 
(vv. 27-28)? (2) The Jews were seeking a 


sign (vv. 16, 29). Who asks for signs (Matt. 
12:39)? Had the Jews not yet had sufficient 
evidence that Christ was the Messiah (see 
Luke 7:22)? The Queen of Sheba traveled 
from afar to hear Solomon’s wisdom. The 
Ninevites believed Jonah and repented. Had 
they as great opportunity as these Jews (vv. 
31-32)? What is the sign for this age (v. 30 
with Matt. 12:40; John 3:14-15)? (3) 
Notice that if the sign is believed, there is 
evidence of it (v. 33; Matt. 5:16). Light 
can be seen (v. 33), and helps in seeing 
(v. 36; Ps. 119:105). The eye determines 
whether or not the light will be received. 
Notice how much depends on the sound 
(“single”) eye (v. 34). Let us pray our 
spiritual eyes may be sound, so that we may 
behold the things of Christ (I Cor. 2:9-11). 
SUNDAY, JULY 30 

LUKE 11:37-54 (1) Holiness—false and true 
—is the subject of these verses. Many of the 
Pharisees, scribes, and lawyers had a false 
holiness. God calls it hypocrisy (v. 44). Note 
five things in these verses to characterize a 
hypocrite: a. he has had a chance to hear 
and believe God’s way (vv. 42, 52; Rom. 
1:18-21); b. he has rejected it as unneces- 
sary (v. 42); c. he trusts his own way of 
holiness through works (vv. 39, 42; Eph. 2: 
9); d. he prevents others from hearing and 
believing (v. 52; contrast I John 2:10); 
e. he hates the person of Christ (vv. 53-54). 
(2) Why, from God’s viewpoint, is the hypo- 
crite worthy of condemnation (vv. 39-40)? 
(3) What is God’s way for a man to become 
holy (Rom. 3:24-28; Eph. 2:8-10)? When 
the heart is clean, every work motivated by 
it is holy and profitable (Luke 6:45; Jas. 
1:25). Contrast what God calls a hypocrite 
in v. 40 with what He calls a believer in 
John 15:15. 

MONDAY, JULY 31 

LUKE 12:1-12 (1) Notice the two types of 
people given here (vv. 1, 4). Contrast the 
futures of the two (vv. 2-3, 9-10 with wv. 
4, 8, 10a, 11-12). (2) What two warnings 
are given in this passage (vv. 1, 5)? To 
whom are they directed? Against what do 
they warn (vv. 1, 4)? What will allay the 
fear of vv.5,7 (I John 4:18b; I Cor. 10:13)? 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 1 

LUKE 12:13-34 (1) All men’s lives are related 
to seeking one of two things. Find them in 
vv. 29-31. And these two ways of life are 
mutually exclusive. Ponder v. 15 in the light 
of Matt. 6:24. Which of these two dominates 
a man’s life is determined by his choice. See 
John 24:14-15. (2) Note five negative reasons 
for choosing His kingdom: a. no lasting 
satisfaction in things of this world (v. 18); 
b. only false security in accumulation of 
worldly possessions (v. 19); c. no permanent 
ownership possible (v. 20); d. selfish gain 








involves spiritual bankruptcy (v. 21); 
e. seeking only this world’s wealth is futile, 
hopeless, foolish (vv. 25-26). (3) Now note 
four positive reasons for choosing His king- 
dom: a. God knows man’s need (v. 30); 
b. He abundantly provides (vv. 28, 31); c. it 
is possible to accumulate lasting heavenly 
treasure (vv. 33-34); d. there is hope of a 
future inheritance (v. 32). 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2 

LUKE 12:35-48 (1) These verses give exhor- 
tatien, encouragement, and warning to those 
of v. 31 who confess to have chosen the 
Kingdom of God. What can you find of ex- 
hortation: a. as to inward and outward fit- 
ness (v. 35: Luke 11:33; I Pet. 1:13); b. as 
to the Lord’s return (v. 37); ¢. as to faith- 
fulness (vv. 42-43)? (2) What is there of 
encouragement (vy. 37: John 12:26)? (3) 
What can you find of warning (vv. 47-48)? 
These verses apply not to those who are 
sincere in their choice, but to those whose 
faith is merely a lip profession. They are 
divided into two groups: those who knew the 
Lord’s will and refused to conform to it; 
and those who were ignorant of God's will 
because they refused to avail themselves of 
its knowledge. Both were servants—both had 
opportunity to hear. If they refuse, then 
under no condition can they plead ignorance. 
See the solemn thought of v. 48b and apply 
it here. How does it apply to you? To 
America? 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3 

LUKE 12:49-59 (1) In wv. 49-53 Christ is 
teaching that the spread of the Kingdom of 
God will involve a measure of suffering to 
everyone concerned: to Himself (v. 59; Isa. 
53:10-11; Acts 3:18), and to those who come 
under the influence of the gospel. (2) The 
Jews looked for an earthly kingdom of pomp 
and power, bringing peace and _ prosperity 
io all. Will this ever be a reality? See Rev. 
20:4, 6. But what do these verses teach as 
to the immediate lot of believers (Acts 
14:22; I Pet. 2:21)? Why is there suffering? 
Find the answer in Gal. 6:7—what are men 
sowing today, and what is the harvest? (3) 
In vv. 54-59 Christ is giving certain informa- 
tion to those who reject the offer of the 
Kingdom. What is it? In vy. 58, Christ is 
urging His hearers to be delivered from 
their course of action before it is too late 
(Heb. 2:3). These are sober verses; it is a 
fearful thing to have the opportunity to be 
saved and reject it (v. 57; I Pet. 4:18). 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4 

LUKE 13:1-9 (1) Christ is dealing here with 
two vital matters. To whom is He speaking 
(12:56)? What is His subject (vv. 1-5)? 
What did the Jews believe (vv. 2, 4)? Is 
this right (vv. 3,5)? Why not? What would 
be the end of any man if God dealt with 
him as he deserves? See Rom. 6:21, 23. (2) 
Upon what basis can God deal with a man 
in spite of his sin? Is the sin merely over- 
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looked? See Isa. 53:6: Il Cor. 5:21; I John 
1:9. (3) Vv. 6-9 teach that when repentance 
and faith are genuine, there is evidence. The 
true believer lives for the single purpose of 
bearing fruit. Othc rwise his life is a travesty 
—he merely “cumbers the ground” (v. 7; 
Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 1:4). There is no justi- 
fication for a fig tree without figs (Matt. 
21:19)! 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5 

LUKE 13:10-21 (1) What two kingdoms are 
contrasted here? Who rules each? Which 
verses apply to each? To which kingdom 
does each of those concerned belong: the 
ruler (v. 15); the woman (v. 16); the ad- 
versaries (v. 17); the people (v. 17)? 
Note the description of the evidence of 
Satan’s activity (v. 11)—“in no wise lift up 
herself.” Man left to himself is without 
hope, impotent, looking only into despair. 
Notice the description of the evidence of 
Christ’s activity (v. 16b). (3) In v. 19 there 
is an abnormal growth which harbors Satan’s 
agencies. See Matt. 13:4, 19, 32 for light 
concerning the meaning of “fowls.” Leaven 
in Scripture is always a type of evil. See 
Luke 12:1: I Cor. 5:7-8: Exod. 12:15. Christ 
is teaching here that as His kingdom spreads 
there will always be found these two powers 
—one divine, the other satanic (Matt. 
13:27-30). Note well. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6 

LUKE 13:22-35 (1) Where is Christ speak- 
ing? Cf. Luke 9:51. Many will try to enter 
but will be unable (vv. 24-25). Note that 
the basis on which they try is their familiar- 
ity with Christ (v. 26). Does this suffice? 
See Heb. 6:4-6. What does give entrance into 
God's kingdom (John 3:3-5)? (2) How does 
Christ characterize those who try to get in 
some other way than through regeneration 
(v. 27; John 10:8)? What is His attitude 
toward them (v. 34; I Pet. 3:9)? Note that 
those outside of God’s blessing are there be- 
cause they “would not” (v. 34b). (3) Christ 
is under compulsion to carry out His work 
to open the Kingdom to all who will come 
in (vv. 32-33). Notice the “shall be,” “must,” 
and “cannot be.” Nothing can deter Him. 
These words manifest the divine constraint 
behind Calvary, and reveal that Christ was 
never a Victim but always a Victor. See 
John 10:18. How does y. 35b bear this out? 
MONDAY, AUGUST 7 

LUKE 14:1-14 (1) This is the Lord’s last 
Sabbath before entering Jerusalem. What 
was the occasion? What was the attitude of 
the Pharisees? Why was the man with dropsy 
invited? Cf. Mark 3:2. What question was 
Jesus answering (v. 3)? What was His 
answer (vv. 4-5)? Notice their reaction 
(v. 6): when something the Pharisees held 
dear was involved (e.g., an ass or ox), it 
changed their attitude. (2) Notice in v. 7 
the word “marked.” Christ continued to ex- 
pose the Pharisees’ evil motives. Where does 


God look? See I Sam. 16:7. What did Christ 
see in v. 8? In vy. 12? What is the godly 
counterpart of each case (vv. 10, 13)? Cf. 
Phil. 2:3-4. (3) Notice the word “lest” 
(vv. 8, 12), and find the two dangers in 
adulterated motives. How precious is v. 14! 
There are great dividends in living a godly 
life—they may be postponed, but they are 
real (Col. 3:23-24). 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8 

LUKE 14:15-24 (1) V. 15 contains a truth so 
great and eternal that the question of how 
to be a participant is of paramount impor- 
tance. An invitation is the first prerequisite. 
What is the invitation (I Thess. 2:4; I Cor. 
1:21)? Who extends it? Who provides the 
feast? When is it ready? See also Heb, 
11:16. (2) Its acceptance is the second pre- 
requisite. No one will be there who has not 
been invited (Rom. 10:17; John 14:6). No 
one will be absent who has accepted (John 
10:29). Will all who receive the invitation 
be present at the feast (v. 18)? What ex- 
cludes a person? (3) What are their excuses 
for not accepting (vv. 18, 19, 20)? See also 
Matt. 13:22. Do people today offer these 
same excuses—possessions, job, and family 
ties—in rejecting Christ’s invitation? What 
is God's attitude toward those who decline 
His invitation (v. 21: Rom. 1:18-19)? How 
greatly does God desire to have His feast 
attended (v. 23: Luke 22:15)? 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9 

LUKE 14:25-35 (1) How many followed 
Christ (v. 25)? Were they all true follow- 
ers? How many times is the phrase “cannot 
be my disciple” used? What terms did Christ 
lay down for true discipleship in vv. 26, 27, 
33? Love for Him must take precedence; 
there must be a readiness and_ willingness 
to enter into His sufferings (that is, suffer- 
ing for righteousness’ sake). See I Pet. 2:21; 
Phil. 3:10. And there must be a readiness 
and willingness to give up everything for 
His sake. Is being a disciple easy (v. 28)? 
(2) Notice the figures Christ uses to char- 
acterize His program: building (v. 28): 
warfare (v. 31). He has need of those who 
will persevere till the building is done and 
the battle won. (3) It is quality (v. 34), 
not quantity (v. 25) He wants. Followers of 
Christ are no use to Him unless they have 
“savour” (vy. 34)—the right quality to dis- 
charge adequately the duties encumbent 
upon them as true disciples. What are they 
fit for otherwise (v. 35)? 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10 

Luke 15 (1) How many parables are there 
in this chapter? What marks their unity 
(vv. 4, 8, 24)? What was lost in wv. 1-7? 
Why? What is the shepherd's attitude to- 
ward the lost sheep? Toward the found 
sheep? (2) What was lost in vv. 8-10? Why? 
(Note: the coin was still valuable, but use- 
less because not in circulation.) What was 
the woman's attitude toward the coin when 
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lost (v. 8) When recovered (v. 9)? (3) 
What was lost in vv. 11-24? Why? What 
was the Father’s attitude toward the son 
when lost (v. 20)? When found (wv. 22-24) ? 
(4) In vv. 25-32, it was fellowship that was 
lost. What is a father’s attitude toward a 
child out of fellowship (vv. 28, 31)? Medi- 


tate on Ps, 103:8-14. Notice the different 
methods God uses in dealing with those 


He seeks and finds: a. the sheep (Luke 
19-10: v. 5: I Pet. 5:7); b. the coin (v. 8; 
Luke 1:78-79): c. the son (vv. 22-23); d. 
fellowship (v. 31). What do each of these 
methods suggest? 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11 

LUKE 16:1-18 (1) The unjust steward is 
commended not because of his stewardship 
(y. 1), nor because of his dealings with his 
master’s debtors (vv. 5, 8)—for he dealt 
falsely, but because of his desire to make 
friends, as revealed in wv. 4, 9. This is com- 
mendable. The Christian often puts too little 
emphasis on making friends (v. 8b). The 
worldling (represented by the unjust stew- 
ard) sees the necessity for it and makes it 
a project of paramount 
Here in v. 9 the Christian is commanded to 
do likewise (“of the mammon”™ should be 
translated “by means of mammon”™), for the 
same reason the unjust steward did—that 
the friends might one day receive them. How 
do the two cases differ? The unjust steward’s 


importance. (2) 


actions were governed by this life, but the 
Christian’s by “everlasting habitations” (v. 
9). What is the right motive behind a 
Christian’s making friends? See I Thess. 
2:19-20. (3) Note v. 9, 
righteousness” (terms for 


“mammon of un- 
riches) is, in it- 
self, not unholy, for I Tim. 6:10 reveals that 
the love for money is the root of all evil, 
not the money itself. Note v. 12; if a Chris- 
tian is not faithful in this matter, how can 
he expect an eternal reward? (4) Note also 
v. 13. Can a man “straddle the fence”? Can 
the Christian make friends for “everlasting 
habitations” and live for and seek the gain 
and favor of worldly habitations (v. 15)? 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 12 

LUKE 16:19-31 (1) See this event in the 
light of the last study. The rich man is one 
who did not use the 
righteousness” 


“mammon of un- 
(his wealth) to win a friend 
who would receive him in “everlasting habi- 
tations” (vy. 9). (2) There are two ways to 
live this life (v. 13). Where does each end 
(v. 23)? Does death end all? What deter- 
mines the conditions into which a soul enters 
at death? (3) This is the only place in 
Scripture where a glimpse of the hereafter 
is given. What things can we learn of life 
after death in vv. 22-25? Is there another 
chance after leaving this life (v. 26)? 
(4) Did the Jews have an adequate oppor- 
tunity to live godly lives before Christ came 
(v. 29)? Did the rich man? Have men and 
women of Christendom had an adequate op- 
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portunity since Christ (v. 31)? See Acts 
2:31-33. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13 

LUKE 17:1-10 (1) Christ deals here with 


four subjects: offenses (vv. 1-2); forgiveness 
(vv. 3-4): faith (vv. 5-6); service(vv. 7-10). 
What can you learn of each? Think through 
each one carefully. (2) Will Christ deal 
with His servants as in vv. 7-8? See Luke 
12:37. (3) Notice the connecting links be- 
tween the above subjects: If a brother puts 
a stumbling block in the way of another, 
the former is—on the basis of repentance— 
to be forgiven by the latter (Col. 3:13). It 
takes God-given faith to act upon this law 
of forgiveness, especially where there has 
been real provocation (I Pet. 2:20). When 
a man does live by faith he has nothing of 
which to boast (Phil. 2:13). 
MONDAY, AUGUST 14 
LUKE 17:11-19 (1) Leprosy 
a type of sin, with the leper symbolizing the 
sinner. Where is the sinner (vy. 12; Eph. 
2:13)? Can he help himself (Rom. 3:10- 
12)% What is his first need (v. 13: Ps. 
51:1-2)? (2) His only hope is that Jesus 
11). What will make 
Heb. 11:6)? 
(3) How ought a cleansed sinner to respond 
to the Saviour (v. 16: Ps. 92:1)? Does God 
mark a_ sinner’s Luke 
7:44)7% Are you numbered with the one 
(vy. 15), or with the nine (vy. 17)? 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15 

LUKE 17:20-37 (1) When will the Kingdom 
of God come (see Matt. 24:14, 36)? Will it 
come the way the Jews expected it, with 
worldly pomp and power to break the Roman 
yoke and rule the world (v. 26)? Where 
Kingdom at the time of Christ's 
speaking (“in the midst” 
(2) What will characterize the Kingdom 
when it Matt. 24:30)? 
What will it mean to the world (vv. 27, 29, 
31, 35-36, 37)? What will characterize the 
days prior to His coming (vv. 26-30)? (3) If 
one seeks only for temporal benefit, he shall 
Luke 12:20). If he seeks 
God's kingdom, surrendering to Him (Luke 
14:26), his life shall be preserved (Rev. 
3:10). What must happen first (v. 25; Luke 
21:24)? What is significant in v. 32? See 
Luke 9:62. Will you be taken or left? 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16 

LUKE 18:1-14 (1) How many parables are 
here recorded? What subject do they both 
deal with? Note v. 1: Christ reveals that 
man in this life has two alternatives. What 
are they? Man does one or the other. Which 
are you doing? (2) Is the unjust judge 
likened to, or contrasted with, God (vv. 4, 
8)? The judge regarded not man (vy. 2). 


in Scripture is 


will pass his way (v. 
the meeting effective (v. 19; 


response = (v, 17: 


was the 
v. 21, margin) ? 


does come (vy. 24: 


lose all (v. 33: 


Is that true of God (John 3:16)? Any other 
contrast? (3) Is the one who prays likened 
to, or contrasted with, the widow (v. 5)? 
Does the believer have to urge, beg, or press 
God to hear and answer? See Ps. 40:1. 








(4) Contrast the publican’s prayer with the 
Pharisee’s. Upon what was each depending 
for mercy? Were their prayers heard (Jas. 
5:l6b; Ps. 34:18)? Contrast the publican’s 
end with the Pharisee’s. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17 

LUKE 18:15-30 (1) Consider how a child re- 
the Kingdom of God (vv. 16-17): 
when exposed to it, he is irresistibly attract- 
ed, and is deterred only when an obstacle 
(Matt. 18:6). (2) Upon what 
quest was the young ruler (v. 18)? What 
obstacle was in his way? Why was his wealth 
a barrier? Can money be an obstacle to a 
pauper? Why? What was it that the young 
ruler lacked (v. 22)? Do ethics suffice (Isa. 
64:6)? Did his wealth, youth, prestige suf- 
fice? (3) What was his prime need (vy. 22)? 
Is it ever easy to be rid. of hindrances (Luke 
14:25-33)? Does it pay dividends to do so 
(vv. 29-30)? Answer the question of v. 18 
with vv. 29-30. Look up Matt. 18:3-4. Apply 
It. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 18 

LUKE 18:31-43 (1) To whom is Christ speak- 
ing (v. 31)? Did they understand (y. 34)? 
Why not? See John 14:26; Luke 24:25-27. 
What seven things were to “be accomplished” 
in vv. 32-33? Why? See Acts 5:30-31. (2) 
1:12. Was it 
anything to the blind man that Jesus passed 
by (v. 36)? Was it anything to Jesus that 
the blind man cared (vy. 40)? See also II 
Chron. 16:9. What did he ask of Jesus 
(v. 39)? Recall the publican’s prayer (v. 
13). Without God's mercy man would be 
literally without hope. Have you asked Him 
for it? (3) What would you answer if 
Jesus asked you the question of v. 41? See 
Luke 18:27. If you received what you asked 
for, would it result in God's glory (v. 43)? 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19 

LUKE 19:1-10 (1) What was Zacchaeus seek- 
ing (v. 3)? What was Jesus seeking (v. 10)? 
Is it possible this reciprocal seeking could 
ever be in vain (Luke 11:9-10)? What two 
obstacles were in Zacchaeus’ way (v. 3b)? 
Which is in your way? Did Zacchaeus get 
around his barriers? How (v. 4)? How des- 
perate is the need for each one to have his 
“sycamore tree’”—a place apart, above, alone, 
where God can find a man and a man find 
God. (2) How did Zacchaeus receive Jesus 
(v. 6)? Where? Has your house felt the 
blessing of your having met Jesus (v. 9)? 
When someone really receives Jesus into his 
heart and home, will it go unnoticed (v. 7)? 
(3) Did Zacchaeus show any evidence of 
having been converted? See Jas. 2:20, 22, 
26. The words “take” and “give” in v. 8 
characterize a life before and after regen- 
eration. Are you a son or daughter of Abra- 
ham (v. 9; I Pet. 3:6)? 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20 

LUKE 19:11-28 (1) Who is the Nobleman? 
Has He received a kingdom (I Cor. 15:25)? 
When will He return (Matt. 24:14, 36)? 


ceives 


interferes 


Answer the question of Lam. 








Do all His subjects give Him allegiance 
(v. 14)? What will be the end of those who 
do not (v. 27)? What are those called who 
do. (vy. 13)? What are they to do until His 
return (v. 13)? (2) Did each servant re- 
ceive the same amount of money? God gives 
an equal opportunity and common responsi- 
bility to each servant. Does He give the 
same ability (Matt. 25:15)? The. “pound” 
could represent the Christian witness. Notice 
that the measure of reward is in direct ratio 
to the measure of faithfulness in trading 
with the pound (vv. 17, 19; Rev. 22:12). 
What two things show the unfaithful servant 
to be wicked (vv. 20, 23)? Is your witness 
“laid up”? See Matt. 5:16. Or is it invested 
and earning a return for its owner? (3) 
Read carefully I Cor. 3:9-14. What is to 
happen to the opportunities neglected by 
slothful servants (v. 26)? 

MONDAY, AUGUST 21 

LUKE 19:29-48 (1) Why do you think Christ 
who formerly refused men’s acclamations 
(see John 6:15), here deliberately prepared 
fur public recognition? Note who they were 
who greeted Him and whom they honored 
with their praises (v. 37). (2) In the midst 
of such triumph, behold the Saviour, neither 
exalted with pride nor oppressed with self- 
pity for the sufferings awaiting Him, but 
weeping over Jerusalem (v. 41). Why? What 
was Jerusalem’s great sin and the reason for 
her doom? Do I recognize the time of my 
“visitation” (v. 44)—when God extends 
spiritual opportunities? (3) What must first 
take place in my life, as in the temple, if I 
would have Christ daily teaching me (vv. 
45-47) ? 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22 

LUKE 20:1-18 (1) Where was Christ when 
His authority was questioned? What was 
He speaking about? What was being chal- 
lenged? Is it right to question Christ’s 
authority? He answered them by exercising 
His own authority in asking them from 
whence came John’s authority. (2) The 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ was 
withheld (v. 8) because of willful ignorance 
—some choose not to know. What is the 
history of this willful ignorance (vv. 9-12) ? 
Did God cease to strive with man? What 
did He do (v. 13)? What did the Jews do 
(vv. 14-15)? Why? What two things will 
God do (v. 16; Matt. 24:2; Acts 14:27b) ? 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23 

LUKE 20:19-26 (1) What stirred the anger 
of the chief priests and scribes (v. 19)? 
What did the parable reveal (vv. 17-18)? 
What did they “know” (v. 21)? Do you 
know as much? Have you heart-knowledge 
as well as head-knowledge (Rom. 10:9)? 
Does not one’s possession of this knowledge 
betoken even greater accountability? (2) 
Why did they question the Lord (v. 20)? 
Did the Lord understand them (v. 23; John 
2:25)? Of what would they have accused 
the Lord if He had answered “no”? If He 


had answered “yes”? (3) What was Christ’s 
answer? What does it mean? The coin had 
Caesar's image—whose do you have (Gen. 


1:27)? Who owns you (1 Cor. 6:19-20)? 
Are you rendering to God that which is 
His? See Ps. 116:8-19, esp. v. 12. Did the 
Jews understand (v. 26)? Why not? 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 24 

LUKE 20:27-47 (1) The Sadducees were 
confusing “this world” (v. 34) with “that 
world” (v. 35). Conditions of the two are 
not to be confused. Did the Sadducees be- 
lieve in the life beyond (v. 27)? Then what 
were they really asking about? (2) What 
is Jesus’ argument in v. 37? In v. 38? We 
will know each other in “that world,” but 
not under earthly conditions (v. 36). (3) 
Did the Sadducees accept Christ’s explana- 
tion (v. 39)? Do you? Notice carefully a 
further wonderful truth arguing the fact of 
immortality and resurrection. (4) Vv. 41-44 
pose the question, how can Christ be both 
Son and Lord? How indeed? “By the 
resurrection from the dead”: see Rom. 
1:3-4. Beware (v. 46) of those who believe 
that this life can be lived totally apart from 
“that world” with its principles and values. 
What shall their end be (v. 47)? 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25 

LUKE 21:1-19 (1) What impressed Jesus 
(vv. 1-4)? What impressed the disciples 
(v. 5)? What is the conclusion of the mat- 
ter (v. 6)? What two questions did this 
excite the disciples to ask (v. 7)? What 
was Jesus’ advice (vv. 8, 19)? (2) Did 
Jesus answer the first question? The second? 
How (vv. 8-11)? What are the signs Christ 
gives? (3) Notice carefully the time element 
in v. 12, and make the distinction between 
the signs of the last days and the events of 
a far closer day—the destruction of the 
temple. What would characterize those 
nearer days (vv. 12-18)? Are believers to 
be -anxious concerning the final days of this 
age (v. 9)? 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26 

LUKE 21:20-38 (1) V. 20 refers to the 
literal day of Jerusalem’s destruction (70 
A.D. by Titus) when the temple was razed. 
What would characterize that day (vv. 


21-24a)? How long was that day of ven-— 


geance to last (v. 24b)? What would mark 
the end of that period of the Jews’ suffering 
(v. 27)? What will characterize the days 
immediately preceding Christ’s return to 
earth in glory (vv. 25-26)? [Note that this 
is to be distinguished from the rapture of 
the Church.| (2) Are those Jews who trust 
God to be terrified (v. 28)? How are they 
to know their Messiah’s advent draws near? 
(3) What is the warning in v. 34? How can 
the danger be avoided (v. 36a)? What is 
the reward for faithfulness (v. 36b)? Does 
the Christian of today need to pray that he 
may escape these troubles (I Thess. 4:13— 
5:10, esp. vv. 4, 9)? 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 

LUKE 22:1-23 (1) Meditate upon the setting 
for the Lord’s celebration of the Passover: 
the determination of His enemies to destroy 
Him (v. 2); Satan’s last effort (4:13) to 
thwart God’s plan of salvation (vv. 3-7, 
21-23); the Lord’s own careful preparation 
(vv. 8-13). (2) How did Christ feel about 
this occasion (v. 15)? Why? Was it perhaps 
because it was the last Passover of the Old 
Testament economy, marking the close of 
His earthly mission? When will the Lord’s 
next supper take place (v. 18; Rev. 19:7-9)? 
Will you be there? (3) What is the signif 
cance of the memorial He has instituted? 
What does the broken bread mean (v. 19)? 
The blood-red wine (v. 20)? For whom? 
You? (4) Why do believers throughout the 
world observe this supper? See I Cor. 
11:24-25. How long will Christians remem- 
ber His death for them? See I Cor. 11:26, 
Have you considered the fact that every 
communion we celebrate is potentially the 
last one before we sup with Him in glory? 
MONDAY, AUGUST 28 

LUKE 22:24-38 (1) This passage contains 
three subjects Christ dealt with before He 
and His disciples left the upper room: The 
matter of relative positions (vv. 24-30). 
Christ reveals that conditions in His king. 
dom and in an earthly kingdom differ. How, 
in His kingdom, is greatness measured (v. 
26)? Who is greatest there? Why (Phil. 
2:6-9)? When God’s kingdom is literally 
established, what will be the position of the 
disciples (vv. 29-30)? How are they quali- 
fied (v. 28)? (2) The prophecy of Peter's 
denial (vv. 31-34). Was the Lord’s prayer 
answered (vy. 32)? See John 21:15-17. Con- 
sider: Satan tries to sift the wheat away, 
while Christ permits the sifting to sift away 
the chaff. (3) The matter of the disciples’ 
work (vv. 35-38). In view of the growth of 
the Kingdom, Christ established certain 
preparations to be made. His presence among 
them was now ended (v. 37), and _ they 
were to prepare themselves to carry on (v. 
36). Read carefully Eph. 6:10-18. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29 

LUKE 22:39-62 (1) What is the central 
theme of Gethsemane? Find it in vy. 42. 
What is the “cup”? Look up Matt. 20:22; 
Luke 22:20; John 18:11. What did the an- 
ticipation of the “cup” mean to the Lord 
(v. 44; Matt. 26:38)? Was the “cup” the 
Father’s will (v. 42)? How did Christ’s 
agony react on the disciples (v. 45)? On 
you? (2) In great measure the sufferings of 
Gethsemane are hidden in mystery as is the 
following event—Judas’ betrayal. Who ener- 
gized Judas (22:3)? Did Satan force his 
way or did Judas allow it (John 12:6)? 
What did Christ say of Judas (Matt. 26:24)? 
(3) Trace the steps leading to Peter's de- 
nial: pride (v. 24); slackness in prayer (v. 
46); taking things into his own hands (v. 
50); separation from Christ (v. 54); as- 
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sociation with His enemies (v. 55). Note the 
order. What brought him to his senses (v. 
61)? How did remembering the Lord’s 
words affect him (v. 62)? See II Cor. 7:10. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30 

LUKE 2:63-23:12 (1) What were the ques- 
tions asked Jesus (vv. 67, 70; 23:3)? 
Why didn’t the Jews believe (v. 67)? Com- 
pare this verse with 13:34 and 19:42. What 
does God say of willful ignorance, neglected 
opportunities (13:47)? (2) Notice that 
Jesus’ answer (v. 69) explicity declared in 
Old Testament language impossible for the 
Jews to misunderstand that He was the 
Messiah. Notice His answers to the other 
questions. Do you believe Him? (3) What 
was the Jews’ reaction (v. 71)? Were they 
accountable? Why? Was Pilate (v. 4)? Can 
you draw the same conclusion He did? Why 
didn’t Jesus answer Herod (v. 9)? 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31 

LUKE 23:13-32 (1) Notice in these verses 
Pilate’s efforts to compromise (vv. 16, 25). 
He had thrice found Jesus faultless (v. 22), 
but the Jews’ voices prevailed (v. 23). It 
was absolutely unwarranted for Pilate to 
chastise a man declared innocent, or to offer 
the Jews a choice between Jesus and Barab- 
bas. (2) Have you ever seen yourself as 
Barabbas? In an infinitely wonderful way 
every true Christian stands in Barabbas’ 
place—under death sentence because of 
proved guilt (v. 25; Rom. 3:23), and yet 
liberated (Rom. 8:1) because of another’s 
willingness to take the penalty. 





September 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

LUKE 23:33-56 (1) V. 33 says “they crucified 
Him.” The Lamb slain before the founda- 
tion of the world is now offered; His body 
is broken as a sacrifice for sin; His blood 
is shed for the remission of sin. Can God 
betray His Son, and save a sinner any other 
way than by the Cross? (2) Was Jesus’ 
prayer (v. 34) answered? God, by the death 
of His Son, was providing forgiveness for 
all, but only Heaven knows whether or not 
these specific men received it (I John 2:2; 
John 1:12). (3) Who received it in v. 42? 
On what basis? Did the centurion believe 
(v. 47)? Did Joseph of Arimathaea (v. 50)? 
Did the women (v. 55)? How did each evi- 
dence his belief? (4) As you behold the 
“things which were done,” do you believe? 
Do you love Him? Have you evidenced it? 
Ask yourself if there is not yet some other 
way you can do so. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 

LUKE 24:1-12 (1) Imagine yourself with 
Peter. What day is it? About what hour? 
What news has just been brought to you? 
Who told you? What did you do? What did 
you find (vv. 2, 3, 12)? Is it possible? Can 
you believe (v. 11)? (2) Did the women 





HIS, JUNE, 1950 


who got there earlier believe (v. 4)? What 
things assured them (vv. 4, 8)? See Matt. 
17:22-23. (3) Are you sure (I Cor. 15:17; 
Rom. 10:9)? 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

LUKE 24:13-35 (1) How did the disciples 
feel about things after the death of Christ 
(v. 19)? Did they still believe in Him? Did 
they still love Him? If the crucifixion had 
not destroyed their faith and love, what had 
it done (v. 21)? What was Christ’s answer 
to their heavy hearts? (2) They were slow 
to believe all the prophets had spoken (note 
the word all in vv. 25, 27). Is that your 
problem? Do you believe all Scripture (II 
Tim. 3:16)? (3) What did Christ do to 
strengthen, encourage, and establish the 
disciples (v. 32b)? Did this method work? 
A true believer is born into a living hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
See I Pet. 1:3. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

LUKE 24:36-53 (1) In wv. 38-43, Christ was 
demonstrating the reality of His resurrec- 
tion, proving His corporeal reality. Did the 
disciples need proof (vv. 37-38)? Do you? 
What proof did Christ give (vv. 39, 40, 43) ? 
What did He say to Thomas (John 20:27- 
29)? (2) How often did He appear after 
His resurrection (I Cor. 15:5-8)? Why did 
He make these appearances? (3) In wv. 
44-48 Jesus was demonstrating His creden- 
tials. What proof does He offer of His per- 
son (v. 44)? Of His work (v. 46)? Where 
is the proof (v. 45)? What was Jesus com- 
manding (v. 47)? Of what “things” are be- 
lievers witnesses? Where is Christ now? 
See v. 51. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

I CHRONICLES 1:1-5:26 The reading of gen- 
ealogies may seem tedious but they are 
divinely inspired and contain gems of mean- 
ing and blessing. Only three can be men- 
tioned here. (1) What was the prayer of 
Jabez (4:9-10)? (2) Note that the sin of 
Reuben, the firstborn, deprived his posterity 
of Christ who was born in the tribe of 
Judah. What was this sin (5:1-2; cf. Gen. 
35:22)? (3) Reuben, Gad and the _ half- 
tribe of Manasseh chose the east side of 
Jordan, declining God’s first choice for 
them, the promised land. They were the 
first of the tribes to fall into idolatry, and 
the first to suffer God’s judgment because 
of their sin. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

I CHRONICLES 6:1-9:44 (1) Observe here the 
special service of the Levites (6:48; 9:23- 
34). What did their duties include? Medi- 
tate on I Cor. 12:5-11. (2) Note the par- 
ticular mention of the three choir leaders, 
Hemon, Asaph and Ethan (6:33, 39, 44) 
and compare the titles of Ps. 88, 73-78 and 
89. How important was the praise of God 
considered (9:33)? What praise does He 
receive from me each day? (3) Just as de- 
tailed genealogies of the Israelites were kept 


(9:1), so God keeps records in heaven. Can 
it be written concerning me what was writ- 
ten of Phinehas (9:20) ? 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

I CHRONICLES 10:1-11:9 (1) Why did God 
remove Saul from being king and permit 
his death? Note v. 14, “he slew him.” (2) 
What is God's ideal standard for a ruler of 
His people? Note the Hebrew word in 11:2 
translated “feed” also means “rule”. Cf. 
Ezek. 34:23. (3) What was the secret of 
David’s increasing greatness (v. 9)? 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8& 

1 CHRONICLES 11:10—12:22 (1) Were David’s 
mighty men mere opportunists who came 
seeking his favor after he came into his 
kingdom? Note 11:15; 12:1, 16. Similarly, 
are we prepared to stand with our divine 
Captain in this the time of His rejection? 
See Heb. 13:13 & Matt. 10:32-33. (2) What 
was the spiritual factor that attracted 
Amasai and his followers to David (12:18) ? 
Do I seek out those in whom the Holy Spirit 
is manifest and associate with them? Do I 
attend those places where God is working 
in power that I too may be blessed of God 
and used mightily by Him? 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

I CHRONICLES 12:23—13:14 (1) What was 
the outstanding characteristic of those who 
came to make David king (v. 38)? What 
was the consequence of this fact (v. 40b)? 
Is my heart perfect toward my King? Cf. 
Ps. 86:1lb. (2) Cf.13:2 (“if it seems good 
unto you and... be of the Lord”) with 
Acts 15:28 and note the basis for deter- 
mining God's will. (3) God has given spe- 
cific instructions as to how the ark was to 
be transported (Ex. 25:14) and none but a 
Levite might touch it. God’s will must be 
done in God’s way and at God’s time. 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

I CHRONICLES 14 (1) Contrast the careful 
obedience of David to God’s commands as 
shown throughout this chapter with the 
disobedience of Saul (I Sam. 15). (2) David 
sought God’s will (v. 10). He glorified God 
(v. 11), he obeyed God (v. 16), and God 
magnified David (v. 17). Cf. “Them that 
honor me I will honor” (I Sam. 2:30). 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

I CHRONICLES 15:1-16:6 (1) David had 
learned the lesson from God’s judgment in 
c. 13. He pays careful attention to the de- 
tailed instructions regarding the ark and 
God is well pleased. (2) What four tasks 
did David assign to the Levites (16:4)? 
Have I a place in my life for thanksgiving 
and praise to God? (3) In all this did David 
act from a mere sense of religious obliga- 
tion? See vv. 25, 28, 29. Cf. II Sam. 6:14. 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

1 CHRONICLES 16:7-43 (1) The arrival of the 
ark in Jerusalem was a moment of intense 
joy. God who dwelt between the Cherubim 
had made His home in the city in which 
He had set His name. Hence David's psalm 








of praise. (2) Was David’s concept of God 
confined to that of a national deity? See 


vv. 24-26, 28, 30, 31. (3) How did David 
provide for the maintenance of the worship 
of God (vv. 37-43)? What was the function 
of music in this (v. 41b)? 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

1 CHRONICLES 17 (1) What attitude and ac- 
tion on the part of David occasioned the 
Lord to make the covenant of vv. 7-15? 
(2) Is this covenant conditional or uncon- 
ditional? Has God’s subsequent dealing with 
His earthly people abrogated this covenant? 
Or is the perpetuation of David's throne 
fulfilled in Christ who is of the seed of 
David? See Luke 1:32-33. Has this covenant 
a still future fulfillment? See Rev. 20:2-6 
& 22:1-4. (3) Was David's reaction self- 
centered (vv. 24-27)? 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

1 CHRONICLES 18 (1) Israel never completely 
possessed the land God promised them. (Gen. 
15:18-21). Consider the extension of Israel’s 
boundaries under David. (2) To what use 
did David put his spoils of war (vv. 8-11)? 
As God blesses me physically and materially, 
to what extent am I dedicating all that I 
am and have to Him? 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

1 cuRONICLES 19 Joab deployed his forces 
with care against Ammon and Syria (vv. 
10-12). Having done his best, he put his 
trust not in his arms but in God (v. 13). 
In the spiritual battle on campus, a good 
motto is, “Work as if everything depended 
upon you, but pray knowing that everything 
depends upon God.” 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

1 CHRONICLES 20:1-21:14 (1) God gave David 
victory over all his enemies (c. 20). In this 
hour of triumph David fell prey to Satan's 
temptation (21:1-14). So with the Christian, 
his greatest victory in Christ can be turned 
by Satan into disaster and defeat. (2) 
Wherein did David sin in numbering the 
people? Read Exod. 30:11-16. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

1 CHRONICLES 21:15-30. (1) The character 
of God is holiness, righteousness and justice 
as well as love and mercy. Hence the in- 
variable result of sin is punishment (vv. 
14-17). (2) David did not plead for personal 
immunity. Note his real concern for his 
people. (3) V. 24 enunciates an essential 
principle in all giving to God. Is this prin- 
ciple consistently operative in my life? 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

1 CHRONICLES 22. (1) Did David abandon 
interest in God’s temple after he had been 
denied the privilege of building it? Do I 
similarly work enthusiastically for the cause 
of Christ on campus whether chosen for of- 
fice or not? (2) Note how carefully David 
trained Solomon for the task of building the 
temple. What was the one condition for 
God’s blessing which David impressed upon 
Solomon (v. 13)? 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

1 cHRONICLES 23 & 24. (1) In David's clos- 
ing days before his death, what was his 
last concern (23: 27-32)? (2) In all that 
David planned for the temple and its wor- 
ship and also in his instructions to Solo- 
mon, his emphasis was the revealed will and 
commandment of God, not his own thoughts 
and ideas. See 22:13; 24:19. Am I similarly 
zealous to know God’s will as revealed in 
His Word and to obey Him? 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

1 CHRONICLES 25 & 26. It is God’s will that 
His work should be done “decently and in 
order.” In cc. 25 and 26 no task is left to 
haphazard chance, but to every duty men 
are clearly assigned. God’s work should 
have our most careful prayer, careful plan- 
ning and efficient organization. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

I CHRONICLES 27. Note that in this chapter 
those responsible for the humblest tasks are 
recorded and recognized, such as the gar- 
deners, herdsmen and keepers of stores (vv. 
25-31). God requires us to be faithful to 
Him in the task He assigns no matter how 
humdrum and ordinary it seems. To do God's 
will faithfully, no matter what that will may 
be, is the greatest thing any man can ac- 
complish in life. Cf. I John 2:17. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

1 CHRONICLES 28:1-10. (1) Note a. the divine 
initiative in the repeated references to God's 
choosing, and b. the extent to which God's 
blessing is contingent upon obedience (vv. 
7-9). (2) Vv. 7-8 warn of the disaster that 
will overtake Solomon and Israel should 
they fail to adhere to all God’s command- 
ments, which in that day were the equivalent 
of our Bible. Do I realize that my failure to 
hold to and obey God’s inerrant word will 
bring disaster and judgment upon me and 
my children? (3) How was Solomon to 
serve God (v. 9)? Is this true of me? 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

I CHRONICLES 28:11-29:9. (1) Notice that 
the detailed pattern for the temple was 
divinely inspired by God (vv. 11, 12, 19). 
This divine attention to detail is typical of 
the inspiration of the Scriptures in their 
entirety. (2) N. B. Matt. 22:37-38. How did 
David exemplify this in his preparation for 
building the temple (29:2-3)? (3) What 
was the effect of his example upon others 
(vv. 6-9)? 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

{ CHRONICLES 29:10-30. (1) Use these words 
of praise (vv. 10-18) in your Quiet Time 
today. (2) Realizing my own weakness and 
proneness to sin, do I pray for myself as 
David did for his son (v. 19)? (3) The 
theme of this book is the temple of God, 
to which every incident is directly, or in- 
directly, related, e.g. even the exploits of 
David (18:7, 8, 11). The purpose of the 
temple was the worship of God and the 
book ends on this note. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

Il CHRONICLES 1. (1) What desire underlay 
Solomon’s request for wisdom? When I ask 
God to bless me, what end do I have in 
view? Note the ends God has in dispensing 
His spiritual gifts (Eph. 4:11-12). (2) God 
is “able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think.” How was this true 
in Solomon’s case? (3) In spite of his fine 
beginning, Solomon early manifested the 
seeds of disobedience to God’s commands, 
Wherein was he wrong in bringing horses 
out of Egypt? See Deut. 17:14-16. 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

lL CHRONICLES 2, (1) What was Solomon's 
attitude toward God and his purpose in 
building Him a house (vv. 5-6)? (2) How 
can one account for the attitude of Hiram— 
a heathen king—toward Jehovah, the God 
of Israel (vv. 3, 11, 12)? Is the power of 
Christ so manifest in me that my friends 
are led to acknowledge Him? 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

it CHRONICLES 3. (1) God had promised to 
choose a place were His house was to be 
built. (Deut. 12:10, 11). To whom was this 
place indicated and how? Cf. v. 1 with I 
Chron. 21:15, 18, 22; 22:1. (2) Note the 
significance of this place by comparing Gen. 
22:2. (3) This glorious temple was built by 
divine command and plan (vy. 3). Under 
the new covenant of this age of grace what 
is the temple God is building and how is 
it being built? See John 4:20-26; I Cor. 
6:19: II Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:19-22. 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

It CHRONICLES 4:1-5:1. The ritual, furnish- 
ings and worship of the temple all point 
to Christ, e.g., the sacrifices and altar to His 
once-for-all sacrificial death at Calvary (see 
Heb. 10:1-4, 11, 12). The sea and lavers 
point to the cleansing for us in Christ. See 
I John 1:7. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

Il CHRONICLES 5:2-6:11. (1) What was the 
significance of drawing out the staves from 
the ark (v. 9)? Cf. Exod. 25:12-15. (2) How 
did God indicate that He had come to dwell 
in the midst of His people in the temple 
(vv. 13-14)? (3) Where is God’s dwelling 
place on earth today? Read Eph. 3:17a & 
I Cor. 6:19. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

Il CHRONICLES 6:12-42, (1) God had chosen 
to manifest His presence in a cloud of glory 
in the temple in Jerusalem (5:13). a. Did 
this indicate a belief that God was localized 
on earth (vv. 18, 21)? b. Is there any 
Scriptural justification for the belief that 
today the manifestation of God’s presence is 
localized in any building, or that there is 
eficacy in praying in a certain building by 
virtue of God's presence being there? c. 
Where does God meet with His people to- 
day? Read Matt. 18:20. (2) Study Solomon’s 
understanding of the glorious majesty, holi- 
ness, power, and mercy of Almighty God. 
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2000 a.d. 


by Mary Anne Klein 


2000 A.D.—fifty years from now! “A long time,” you say. Yes, in fifty years a picture of 

your IVCF group will probably look as o} 1-fashioned as this photograph of the Student Volunteer 

Band of the University of Michigan in 1897-98, and your bow ties and sport 

jackets won’t be a bit more up-to-date than the wing collars and four-in-hands worn by the 

members of the YMCA cabinet back in 1898. But what you wear and how you comb your hair will not be important, 
after all, fifty years from now. Of far greater significance will be the purpose 
and preparation of your student days, the determination and perseverance of your follow-through 
and the resultant years of usefulness and service for God. 
At least twelve members of the Student Volunteer Band pictured above went to the foreign 
mission field and now look back on successful missionary careers: 40 years in Africa, 43 years in 


West China, 45 years in India... Mexico, Arabia, Turkey, and around the world they served. 
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Under this early cabinet of the YMCA, Bible classes 
were organized in almost every fraternity house in the U. of 
Michigan and on one occasion the entire medical 

department closed all classes to listen to a medical missionary. 










Typical of that small group of Christian 
students at the University of Michigan are 
Dr. and Mrs. (Mabel Bosworth) Galen 
Crozier. Dr. Crozier received his M.D. 

in 1899; Mrs. Crozier her B.A. in 

1897 (while on furlough in 1918 she 

also received her M.A. in semitics) and 
shortly after their marriage they were 
appointed to the field of Assam. Both had 
been active members of the Student 
Volunteer Band during their student days. 

















Welcoming the Croziers back to the campus 
for the fiftieth anniversary of Dr. Crozier’s class, 
the Michigan Christian Fellowship honored 
these missionary faithfuls at an MCF banquet. 
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W.. ATEVER the theory of prayer, the practical question 
we students always come back to is this: With a handful 
of people meeting each day for fifteen or twenty min- 
utes of prayer, how can we best use the time? The 
business on hand is too important to run the risk of 
wasting those few minutes. 

While we must always remember that “we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought” and that it is the 
Holy Spirit who gives prayer, there are some principles 
that He Himself follows and that I think we will do well 
to recognize. 

The first is to avoid trying to cover too many topics 
in one meeting. Beware of “scattering the shot” in 
group prayer. Such praying undermines the whole pur- 
pose of the meeting, which we discussed in the first of 
these articles. It also deprives of one of the greatest 
helps to Christian growth: hearing other Christians 
handle the same prayer topics as yourself, but from 
their own spiritual angle. You know that familiar “He’s 
taken my prayer topic-—now what shall I pray for?” 
feeling. It’s all wrong. You pray too—specifically and 
exactly as God burdens you for the problem. 

Second, avoid praying in a meeting for things that 
no one knows about except yourself. If time allows, 
explain to those present what the prayer need is, so 
that they can support you intelligently (and never use 
your prayer as a means of telling those present the 
news!). If you don’t want to do this, try asking your- 
self whether it’s really a topic for a prayer meeting 
after all! Perhaps you would do better just to get to- 
gether with one or two friends some other time to pray 
about it. | think this must also go for what are called 
“unspoken requests.” 


Third, unless it is convened for a special purpose, 
a “healthy” prayer meeting will usually show a balance 
between “inside” and “outside” topics. A group that is 
always praying “Lord, bless us” and never, “Lord, bless 
someone else” needs to stop and think. So does the one 
that has a wonderful missionary prayer program but 
never seems to find anything in the lives of its own 
members that needs praying about. 

Fourth, and most important, be definite. Remember 
you have only twenty minutes! The interesting thing 
about definite prayer is that when we were young, we 
all used it—we asked God not to let it rain or to please 
give us a bicycle. Then as we grow up we seem to get the 
idea that to ask for definite things is childish and that 
we must progress toward an airy goal of just praying 
for God’s will, leaving the distressing details to Him. 
Now of course it is sometimes true that, through ignor- 
ance, we can only pray in general terms for God’s will. 
But if we are honest I think we'll agree that most often 
we don’t pray for definite things because we are afraid 
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God won't do them. There is nothing grown up about 
that. 

In other words we lack faith. If I pray, “Lord save 
X,” then I am committed to a definite prayer; I have 
stuck my neck out, and I am a little scared. But if I 
pray, “Lord bless X,” then, whatever happens, even if 
X gets run down by a bus, I can persuade myself that 
somehow God answered my prayer. And that is—wish- 
ful thinking. 


WHAT to pray for 





third of a series on the prayer meeting 





BY JOHN PATERSON 


In fact, I think you'll find that, as you grow up spir- 
itually, it is not the subject matter of your prayer that 
changes so much as the grounds on which you pray. 
A “grown-up” Christian can still ask God not to let it 
rain, but the ground on which he does so is different 
from that of a child praying the same prayer. 

Following on from that, there is a fifth point. It is 
the whole subject of praying in faith. If we are to pray 
definite prayers, then we are, or should be, limited to 
asking things we believe God will do. Let me explain. 
I might pray the definite prayer that all the 15,000 stu- 
dents on my campus would be saved. But in my expe- 
rience, in fact in all history, God has never done such a 
thing. Although I have heard of D. L. Moody and Billy 
Sunday, I do not think that I have any working faith 
that even one-tenth of those 15,000 students will accept 
Christ. But I am sure that God saved me; | am there- 
fore forced to have faith that He can save someone else 
(1 Timothy 1:15b). Maybe He could save even two or 
three people like me. 

If I am to pray in faith at the prayer meeting, I 
should limit myself to asking for things that my faith 


can grasp. 





CREDITS AND APOLOGIES ... 


“The Realignment of Medical Missions” by Frank 
Lake—March nis—was originally published in the 
International Review of Missions, London. HIs’s 
source had been Medical Missionary News, to whom 
credit was erroneously given. The editors are glad 
to make this correction and to acknowledge their 
indebtedness to the International Review of Mis- 
sions. 


Huts apologizes also for having failed to give 
proper credit to n1! Magazine—published in Tor- 
outo by the Canadian Inter-School Christian Fel- 
lowship — in which Douglas Feaver’s chorus 
“Strengthened With All Might” (April 1s) orig- 
inally appeared. 





On this point, here is James Fraser, missionary pio- 
neer, saying the same thing. (Incidentally, Fraser’s 
biography is a veritable textbook on prayer.) “It is 
possible to bite off, even in prayer, more than we can 
chew. Faith is like muscle which grows stronger and 
stronger with use, rather than India rubber which can 
be stretched to almost any desired length. Overstrained 
faith is not pure faith . . . we must not overload faith: 
we must be sane and practical.”* 

Faith can never run wildly ahead of knowledge. The 
faith which God gives is given progressively. I pray 
for a person to be saved, and he is. By that experience 
God encourages me next time to pray for two people 
and so may lead me on until, at length (if I fail to 
graduate), perhaps I shall be able to pray in faith for 
the salvation of 15,000 students! But remember, I 
started at the bottom. My faith reached out beyond my 
knowledge—but never too far out—and God gave the 
increase. 

Are you biting off more than you can chew? I be- 
lieve there are two basic requirements in prayer. One 
is this faith to cover every request. The other is hon- 
esty—honesty enough to admit that our faith does have 
limits, and that we accept those limits while constantly 
asking God so to lead us that our faith may be in- 
creased. 


“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 
“According to your faith, be it unto you.” END 


*Mrs. Howard Taylor. BEHIND THE RANGES (London: 
Lutterworth Press and the China Inland Mission, 1944), pp. 
109-110. 


PERSONNEL 


CHRISTIAN NURSES, R.N., wanted for practice in student 
health service in Bible institute, supervising student-train- 
ing in hospital wards, and teaching general subjects in 
missionary medical course. Accommodation arranged. 
Write HIS, Box Ju-1. 


MID-CENTURY SUMMER 


(Continued from inside front cover) 


How can you prepare during that three-month vaca- 
tion? 

Well, the reading program mentioned above would 
be profitable for you. Besides, there are four weeks at 
Campus in the Woods or Campus in The Firs, four 
weeks planned especially for you, the Christian under- 
graduate, with the cream of today’s Christian leaders 
and teachers to help you. There’s nothing quite like 
Inter-Varsity’s summer training schools anywhere. 

Have you ever thought of Christian service this sum- 
mer? Leaders are needed in Christian camps—all sorts 
of camps-—for the underprivileged and also for young- 
sters who may be comfortably situated in material 
things, but poverty-stricken spiritually. There’s your 
home church and pastor. Why not write to him offering 
to help out in the daily vacation Bible school, or in 
your church camp? At least, you might let him know 
you're ready and willing to help and then leave it up to 
him to decide whether you're able or not. Don’t forget 
your home and parents. Have you ever tried to make 
things a little easier for them during the summer? 


Some home missionary societies may welcome your 
help, societies working among the American Indians, 
for example. Then, there are opportunities in some of 
the mountain rural districts. Or have you ever con- 
sidered slum work—work among the cruelly under- 
privileged? You may find that caring for men’s physical 
needs may open the way for you to care for their spirit- 
ual needs as well. Especially in some of our large cities 
there are opportunities to work among children and 
young people. What about your debt to the American 
Negro? He often has a very hard time in both the 
North and South. You may find your summer mission 
on the other side of the tracks. By studying your uni- 
versity bulletin board, you'll find opportunities for so- 
cial service which can provide open doors for personal 
witness for Christ. 

In any case, take this summer seriously. Pray about 
it. Plan for it. Write to us if you’re stuck, and we'll 
try to help with ideas and suggestions. But don’t just 
drift. Don’t be a freshman all your life. Make this 
summer count for God and eternity, and incidentally, 
it will count a great deal for you personally.—csw 


COLUMBIA TEACHER'S COLLEGE graduate. B.S. and M.A. 
Interested in position as bandmaster, instrumental special- 
ist, or music teacher in high school or college, also church 
choir. Wife has M.A. in religious education: Prefer lo- 
cality where I can play French horn. Write HIS, Box 
Ju-2. 
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i. COLLEGE I knew a fellow with a photographic mem- 
ory. Just before the Christmas vacation some friends 
compiled a list of twenty-five words for him. He stud- 
ied it for a few minutes and then handed it back. AI- 
most three weeks later 


back from the holidays—they 
asked for the list and he repeated it backward and then 
forward with ease and without a slip. 

What a gift! And what a help it would be for that 
tough course you are struggling through! 

A good memory is valuable, and the magazines and 
self-help books are always suggesting ways to improve 
our memories. 

But no one ever proposes a method to increase the 
powers of forgetting. And that would be a valuable 
asset too. Someone needs to come forward with a sys- 
tem by which we may learn to forget things we ought 
to forget. Because there are many things we ought to 
consign to the sea of forgetfulness. They are better 
forgotten. Past sins which have been confessed and 
forgiven, past events which we cannot change, past 
mistakes, and wrongs done us by. others are better put 
out of our thinking entirely. 

We have often heard the phrase, “I'll forgive but I 
won't forget.” God doesn’t forgive that way; He for- 
gets: “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgres- 
sions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy 
sins” (Isaiah 43:25). Many people, many nations, have 
forgotten God, but the only thing God ever forgets is 
sin which has been confessed and forgiven. And “even 
as Christ forgave you, so also do ye” (Colossians 
o:13b). 

True forgiveness embodies a sense of forgetting the 
injury, whatever it may be. You have never been treated 


HIS, JUNE, 1950 


finer m 








BY OLIVE BISHOP BRANCH 


as shabbily as God has, and yet, when He has forgiven 
your sins—He will never remind you of them again. 

Do you find it difficult to forget slights, insults, 
wrongs? Whether people ask forgiveness of you or not, 
you must put these things out of your memory or they 
will eat like a canker and rob you of victory. 

Then there are some who lose victory by remember- 
ing wrongs they have done to others. | know a man who 
wronged his brother. The brother lay for months on his 
deathbed. but the man who had wronged him never once 
went to see him. He did send a large wreath of flowers 
and he went to the funeral—poor salve for a guilty con- 
science. He lost his victory in Christ because he was 
unwilling to confess, ask forgiveness. and forget. 

It is not a good policy to try to forget some wrong 
done to others, until you have first asked forgiveness 
and sought to make the wrong right insofar as it is 
possible. 

When God forgives, He forgets, and yet we find some 
Christians who have developed guilt complexes because 
they keep remembering their old sins. They bury these 
memories and then keep going back to the old grave 
and digging them out again. God doesn’t. Why should 
you? Are you honoring God when you come to Him 
again and again to plead for forgiveness for old sins He 
has forgiven and forgotten? It is true there will always 
be regrets and scars left by sin, but when it is forgiven, 
put it out of your mind and go forward to do better in 
the future. Christ said to a sinful woman, “Go, and sin 
no more.” 

The memory of past mistakes and sins can hinder you 
from usefulness in the Master’s service. The Apostle 
Paul might well have been paralyzed from fruitful serv- 
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ice by the memory of his past—his zeal in persecuting 
the church and attempting to wipe out faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Rather he says, “Forgetting those things 
which are behind.” He dropped the memory of a mis- 
directed past in order to “press toward the mark for the 


” 


prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Not only did Paul forget his past sins, but he was 
especially careful to forget his past attainments. In 
what other Christian do we find such patience, such 
zeal, such courage, such love, such faith? But Paul did 
not want to dwell on what he had accomplished. There 
was the danger of leaning on the oars; so he put his 
attainments out of his memory that he might press on. 


No track man stops now and then to look back over 
the course and pat himself on the back because he has 
run so well. Neither does he run almost to the goal and 
then sit down and congratulate himself on his fine show- 
ing. Rather he must forget what has gone before, strain 
every muscle, and press toward the goal. 


If we would be useful in the service of God, we must 
forget self. Florence Nightingale was a weak, sickly 
person, hardly able to be out of bed an entire day. Yet 
when she saw the pitiful soldiers in Crimea, she forgot 
herself in: ministering to them and worked early and late 
to bring them comfort. How much we might accomplish 
in His service if only we would forget self! 


A great editor said, “The true secret of editing is to 
know what to pul into the wastebasket.” It is a good 
thing to know what to put into your wastebasket of for- 
getfulness. The memories of past sins and mistakes. 
hurt feelings over real or fancied wrongs, past.attain- 
ments of which you might be tempted to boast, unworthy 
thoughts—all these should be discarded. 


But how can it be done? True forgetting is putting 
one memory in place of another. So concentrate on 
pressing forward and fill your mind so full of what you 
are striving for that there will be no place for what you 
wish to discard. Pull the weeds out of your thought-life 
and plant sturdy, fruit-bearing thoughts, clean, whole- 
some, and healthy. 


It may be that Paul had something of this idea in 
mind when he wrote Philippians 4:8: “Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true . . 
pure... lovely .. 


. honest . . . just 

. of good report . . . think on these 
things.” If there are things you want to forget, ask God 
Himself to help you fill your mind with good, robust, 
healthy thoughts. Fill it with thoughts of Him. 


Yes. good memory is a priceless possession, but just 
as valuable is the ability to forget. It is an ability of 
inestimable worth to know what should be discarded 
and then to throw it in the wastebasket of forgetfulness, 
never to be dragged out again. END 
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Ernst Schrupp reports on... 


GERMANY’ 


iii HOME from the conference at Dillenburg in 
the fall of 1947 I really felt the call to win young 
people for Jesus Christ. | began to succeed now where 
previously | had hardly even made an attempt: within 
a few weeks I was able to witness of free and full 
salvation to many young people outside His church. At 
a student convention, Easter, 1948, | became convinced 
of the need for a real spirit of revival as the motive 
power for evangelistic work among students. 

Through prayer, conferences, and meetings, this feel- 
ing of need soon spread to many universities and col- 
leges in Western Germany. And so the ‘Studenten-und 
Schiiler-Mission’ now called the Studenten-Mission in 
Deutschland (SMD) came into being. 


Many students of all denominations showed a long- 
ing for practical holiness and a desire to be trained for 
evangelistic work among unbelievers. Opposition, on 
the other hand, was not lacking. It was sad indeed to 
find students, even among real Christians, who had ab- 
sorbed so much nominal Christianity that the necessity 
for personal repentance and salvation was no longer 
their chief concern. They had ceased to distinguish 
clearly between believers and unbelievers. These stu- 
dents failed therefore to take a firm stand for the truth 
against hidden or open criticism of Bible truths and 
against unscriptural present-day trends. Indeed, they 
often became instrumental in spreading these very 
things. 

All this is very humbling and shows clearly that 
believers themselves have neglected their student gener- 
ation. They have altogether failed to attract young 
people through vital Bible teaching, and have given 
them no opportunity for active Christian work. There- 
fore many students and graduates have gone their own 
way. I realize now how susceptible I was myself to 
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destructive criticism. I was completely unfruitful and 
unable to lead anyone to Jesus Christ. 


The aim of the Studenten-Mission is to win students 
for the Lord Jesus. To do this, Christian students and 
graduates must first be called back to the Bible, in 
practice, as the only and all-suffcient authority. This 
task needs power, power which comes from one’s own 
completely scriptural example. There can be little doubt 
but that the greatest need among believers is just this: 
there is too little practical outworking of the declared 
belief in the whole Bible as the inspired Word of God, 
binding in every detail and without reservation. God’s 
promises and commands have taken second place in the 
life of the groups and the individual alike, as against 
human ideas and speculation, human reserves and obli- 
gations. But there is no substitute for the Bible It is 
the same today as it was for men like George Miiller 
or Hudson Taylor 100 years ago, for John Wesley 200 
years ago, or even 1900 years ago for the apostles. 
Students and graduates must believe once again that 
the Bible is God’s revelation to us, whereas philosophy, 
moralism, and mysticism are ever-failing attempts on 
the part of reason, mind, and emotion to restore man’s 
communion with God. Biblical knowledge and recog- 
nition will then lead to the practical experience. Knowl- 
edge without experience is just dogmatism and is dead 
as such, less convincing the longer it is held. Experience 
without Biblical knowledge, on the other hand, may 
well be a doubtful kind of moralism or mysticism, and 
thus a stream without divine guidance. 


The Studenten-Mission therefore seeks first of all to 
collect Christian students under the Word of God and 
in prayer, to bring home to them the scriptural plea 
for revival, and to point out its essential requirements. 
The movement emphasizes that the realization of this 
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task is basically the concern of believers. The Lord 
needs evangelistic teams whose Biblical faith is a living 
testimony so vital that men see themselves in the divine 
light and are converted. The Studenten-Mission is deter- 
mined not to be tied to any single organization or de- 
nomination. Our personal relationship with the Lord 
and our attitude to His Word are all that matter. 
Finally this movement is seeking nothing less than 
revival among God’s people so that many non-Christians 
everywhere may yet turn to the Lord and be added to 
His church. 


I am convinced that God will call many out of the 
world to add to our Christian community if only we 
are willing to be revived for the great work for the 
Kingdom during these latter days. This can be done 
only through a wholehearted return to the Bible both 
in recognition and practice, through constant prayer 
and practical holiness, i.e., breaking down of all per- 
sonal barriers, and complete surrender to the leadership 
of the Holy Ghost. All lies and dangerous half-truths 
will come to nothing in the pure light of the Bible come 
to life. Then we shall know power such as our fathers 
in the faith knew in all its fullness—power we have lost 
through our own unbelief and ungodly ways. Nor can 
this be done without brokenness! The history of re- 
vivals in Israel (e.g., I] Chronicles 29, 30; Ezra 9, 10; 
Nehemiah 8, and the accounts of John the Baptist in 
the New Testament), the history of the apostles of Jesus 
Christ, and the history of every revival in the church 
since then all clearly show how revival starts with just a 
few believers (Ephesians 5:14). It then goes on through 
brokenness, recognition, and confession of open and 
secret sins, to break through throughout the fellowship, 
and finally spreads to touch unbelievers. 


(Continued on page 37, column 2) 








e One of the most effective means of preserving 
the character of the IVCF chapter at an introductory 
affair, without going into a long dissertation on pur- 
pose, doctrinal basis, and organizational set-up, is to 
have the officers give personal testimonies as to what 
Jesus Christ means to them. It may be that one of them 
found Christ through the chapter, or experienced a 
deepening of his Christian life through association with 
other Christians on the campus. In either case, such a 
testimony will bring the officers to the fore as Christian 
leaders, make it clear that the purpose of IVCF is not 
to build up its organization but to honor Jesus Christ, 
and also give an evangelistic and devotional character 
to the work of the local chapter which will be very 
obvious to the new students. In some cases, perhaps 
students other than the officers might be better quali- 
fied—through training, appearance, or background—to 
give testimonies illustrating the character of the group. 

e@ Those IVCF members who attended summer school at 
the University of Tennessee last year met for Bible study and 
discussion every Tuesday night at 6:30, immediately follow- 
ing supper, in the banquet room of the school cafeteria. They 
considered together John 14 through 17, with various mem- 
bers leading the discussions. 

Several members of this chapter spent the summer in direct 
Christian work. Two girls conducted three vacation schools 
of two weeks each in Presbyterian churches of the area— 
one of them working in the small towns, the other in the 
mountain area. Another member was left in charge of her 
home church at Oak Ridge while her pastor was out of town 
for a month. She did office work, visitation of members and 
prospects, made contacts. 

e A staff member, finishing the first visit to the 
chapters in his area last fall, wrote that one of the 
outstanding things he had noticed was the amazing 
change wrought in various individuals for whom he 
had been praying by name all summer. Officers and 
chapter members would do well to take a leaf from this 
staff member’s notebook. 


e Congratulations to Juniata College (Huntingdon, Penn- 
sylvania), a newly affiliated chapter of Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship. 


e ROTC men from IVCF chapters who will be 
aboard the Navy summer cruise ships but who may 
have missed the announcement in the April His are 
urged to get in touch with Robert P. Meye, 541 Searle 
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Avenue. Palo Alto, California. As chairman of this 
midshipmen’s Bible study-prayer group, he is eager to 


contact all prospects now, so that once the cruises are 
under way. there wiil be no delay in getting the group 
started. 

e Activities of the spring term on the campus of the 
University of British Columbia were climaxed by the visit of 
Dr. J. Edwin Orr. The ground had been prepared quietly but 
effectively through the preceding weeks by messages from 
David Howard, missionary staff member, Basil Gough, former 
president of the famous CICCU (Cambridge Inter-Collegiate 
Christian Union, England), and Rob Birch, a UBC alumnus. 

The topic of Dr. Orr’s series was “Dynamic Faith or Atomic 
Fear'’—carried out in three evangelistic meetings, two meet- 
ings considering past religious awakenings in the English- 
speaking world, and vesper talks every day on the deeper 
Christian life. Morning prayer meetings were started which 
wrought such a sense of cleansing and power that they have 
been continued ever since. The series ended with a fireside 
service at which two made decisions for Christ, while several 
more indicated their willingness to know more about becom- 
ing Christians. Over a thousand different students were 
reached with the gospel through this series and, says Alexa 
G. Cameron, ‘‘we praise God for the opportunities He has 
given us of knowing Christ and making Him known on this 
campus.” 

e Approximately 700 students attended a mission- 
ary conference March 25-27 at the University of 
Minnesota, sponsored jointly by IVCF and the Student 
Missions Conference Association. The attendants repre- 
sented practically every college, university, and Bible 
school in Minnesota plus a couple from Wisconsin. The 
Rev. Paul Lindell, director of the Mission Prayer 
League, was the main speaker. IVCF’s missionary secre- 
tary, Wesley L.. Gustafson, also appeared on the pro- 
gram. These men were assisted by fifteen missionaries 
from various boards. The theme of the conference was 
“Missions in This Hour of Crisis.” From reports of the 
conference, we learn that many students made impor- 
lant decisions during that week end. 

e ‘Christian Dynamics” was the theme of the cen- 
tral California fall conference, held on Lake Sequoia 
in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Representatives of 
the Reedley College, Fresno State College, Fresno Junior 
College, and College of the Sequoias 1VCF groups at- 
tended. Jane Hollingsworth, Carl Thomas, David How- 
ard—all of the IVCF staff—and the Rev. Harlow 
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Willard, local young people’s worker, brought a series 
of helpful messages on prayer and witnessing. Alice 
Alter, central California staff member, was in charge 


of the conference. 

e@ lobo Christian Fellowship (University of New Mexico) 
has been making gratifying progress in both the daily prayer 
meeting and Bible study. The d.p.m. has grown from three 
to an average of seven, while the weekly Bible study is now 
averaging around 15. One member is keeping a careful 
graph-record of the attendance. At the Friday d.p.m., reports 
are given as to the progress in individual witnessing during 
the preceding week, each member telling something of his 
experiences. 

e The Simmons College 1VCF (Boston) sponsored 
the annual area banquet, for the purpose of helping 
send a Simmons student to Campus in the Woods this 
summer. About 150 students attended. Speaker was 
Joseph Bayly, Eastern Regional Secretary. 

e@ Members of the Michigan Christian Fellowship (Univer- 
sity of Michigan) recently raised $250, which they have 
sent to Germany for the printing of a 10,000-copy edition 
of “Quiet Time” for German students. They ask prayer that 
this gift may be the means of strengthening German students 
through increasing their fellowship with God. 

e “Life with a Purpose” was the theme of a series 
of lectures presented by Varsity Christian Fellowship 
of the University of Manitoba. Dr. Robert Smith of the 
University of Dubuque, lowa, was the speaker. During 
the five-day mission, Dr. Smith gave a total of nine 
lectures on the four major campuses of the university. 
He also spoke to the Nurses Christian Fellowship and 
at two well-attended chapel services at United College, 
where the mission was centered. He was well received 
by capacity audiences throughout the week, and had 
the opportunity of conducting numerous student inter- 
views. 

e Thirty-eight nurses attended the first area conference 
of Illinois and Wisconsin Christian Nurses Fellowship groups 
ot Camp Lake, Wisconsin, the week end of April 14-16. 
Seven Chicago hospitals and nursing schools, one from down- 
state Illinois, and four from Wisconsin were represented, be- 
sides graduates working in hospitals not directly associated 
with CNF at present. The conference took its theme from 
Philippians 3:10, with Missionary Secretary Wesley Gustafson 
bringing messages on ‘‘Why Know Christ,’’ “How Know 
Christ—through the Word,” ‘How .Know Christ—through 
Prayer,”""” and “How Make Christ Known.” First John was 
considered during the Bible study sessions. Tressie Myers, 
CWF Secretary, led in the discussions on how to have more 
effective group and individual witness for Christ in the hos- 
pitals. One discussion period was devoted to considering the 
specific preparation and problems of the missionary nurse. 


Real victories were recorded in several lives during the 
conference. 


e At University of Southern California, the IVCF 
chapter co-operated with the Life and Faith Week on 
the campus. Dr. J. Edwin Orr led a series of prepara- 
tory meetings the week before, and then during the 
special week itself, he spoke every day. Dr. Edward 
John Carnell of Fuller Theological Seminary was also 
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one of the speakers and brought messages on mid- 
century apologetics. 

e A formal dinner at the Fort Kearney Hotel on Valen- 
tine's Day marked the third anniversary of the organizing 
of the IVCF chapter at State Teachers College, Kearney, 
Nebraska. Several alumni were present, as well as staff 
member Paula Cliffe. Speaker of the evening was the Rev. 
Wesley Smedes of the Presbyterian Church. 


e For the third time it was organized, the Univer- 
sity of Hawaii Christian Fellowship held a three-day 
conference during the between-semester break, at Camp 
Kailani. The theme was the deeper life. Guest speakers 
were the Rev. Lindell Harris and Robert C. Loveless. 
The schedule was rather rigid, with three sessions in 
the morning and one at night, but there was time for 
recreation too. For some, the Quiet Time was a new 
experience; for others, it was a strengthening experi- 
ence; and for everyone, it was a time of genuine fellow- 
ship with the Saviour. In answer to the earnest prayers 
of Christians, one boy came to know the Lord as 
Saviour during the conference. 

e Ata noon rally the Sacramento Christian Fellowship 
(Sacramento Junior College) showed the Moody Institute of 
Science film, ‘‘God of Creation,”’ to a gathering of over three 
hundred. It was very well received. 

Another MIS film, ‘God of the Atom,'’ was presented by 
the chapter at Adelphi College (New York). The room in 
which the showing was given was well filled with students 
and faculty members. 

e Students at University of Purdue, following up 
some of the ideas received at the recent North Central 
Regional Missionary Conference in Detroit, have begun 
a weekly missions study group meeting every Thursday 
at noon (skipping lunch and donating the money to 
missions). Thirty minutes are spent studying some par- 
ticular mission field, followed by twenty minutes of 
prayer for missions, 

e ‘lt am the Way, the Truth, and the Life’’ was the 
theme of the Northern Wisconsin IVCF Conference, held the 
week end of February 24-26 and sponsored by the Stout 
Christian Fellowship (Stout Institute), Menomonie, Wisconsin. 
Speakers were Dr. Bruce Compton, professor at Macalester 
College, St. Paul, and Mr. Donald Rosenberger, instructor at 
Northwestern Schools. Students from Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
Minneapolis and Winona, Minnesota, attended. Though the 
attendance was not large, the spiritual value of the con- 
ference was beyond measure, according to Bernice Habeck, 
secretary of SCF. Four students definitely accepted Christ as 
Saviour, while others were helped in campus witnessing, and 
still others were challenged to greater spiritual growth. 

e Seventy nurses attended a conference at Keswick, 
New Jersey, the week end of April 14-16. They repre- 
sented hospitals and nursing schools from New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C. Mrs. 
E. C. Bomm, a returned missionary from the Philip- 
pines, and Charles H. Troutman, IVCF Associate Gen- 


eral Secretary, were the speakers. Three came to a 
decision for Christ during the conference, and many 


others were helped spiritually. END 
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Alistair House 
U of T, 
Saturday Night 
DEAR SIS, 


I’ve been thinking about you since your letter came 
yesterday. Wish we could talk instead of writing, but 
I have shoved the old anatomy books off my desk and 
here goes for some free advice from your ever-helpful 
brother. 

Incidentally a letter from Mother came in the same 
mail. Things at Bulongo seem encouraging although 
you can tell she misses Dad. It still amazes me that she 
went back to face it all again without him. I know if he 
were alive he would be as proud of her as we are. 

Now back to your letter. I can see that life at U of N 
isn’t all sugar. Cheer up, kid; that scholarship meant an 
awful lot, and you did pray much about going there. 

What’s this about your feeling lonely in a dormitory 
full of women? Impossible! But seriously, I sympa- 
thize. It’s probably a reaction from the whirl of activity 
you have been caught in. From the sound of things you 
will have to learn to say “no.” You know what people 
think about “Mish Kids”—that by natural inheritance 
and instinct we are talented and trained for any type 
of Christian work. No wonder you’re swamped with 
committees and jobs. 

Don’t forget your time is limited, so choose the things 
you can put your best into and don’t treat your studies 
like a hobby. Remember what Dad always said, that we 
are accountable to God for this opportunity of further 
training, and it is our present responsibility. “Unto 
whom much is given, much shall be required.” Mary 
C may think you are backsliding not to attend all 
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BY MARGARET FISH STINTON 


the special meetings at the church, but you will never 
be able to please everybody. That Campus Gospel Team 
must be good experience but all that advertising about 
your being “straight from the Congo” must be ghastly! 
No wonder you are beginning to feel like a prize 
exhibit. 

Carol sounds good. Perhaps she is the answer to 
your problem of a friend who'll keep you from sticking 
to a Christian clique all the time. That’s keen about 
starting a study of the Gospel of John with her. 

Your description of the naive questions about Africa 
from those gals down the hall really amused me. But 
don’t be surprised, as even those from very missionary- 
minded churches often haven’t an intelligent idea of 
life out there. Just laugh it off and assure them you 
have seen a knife and fork before! What they don’t 
know now they may learn in a sociology course. 

I am glad you have learned to smile at the inevitable 
question rather than get annoyed. It is so easy for 
people to ask sweetly, “And when are you going back to 
Africa?” as if any other calling would be completely 
out of the question! The hardest thing to take is the 
gossip about Mother going back to the field instead of 
staying to look after you! Those destitute orphans in 
the school at Bulongo are an interesting item of mis- 





This true-to-life “letter’—by an “M.K.” and former IVCF staff 


member—should make you more understanding and sympathetic. ' 
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sionary news for the Prayer Circle, but it seems hard 
for people to be practical about the need of workers to 
care for them. But don’t worry about it; explain where 
you can, but don’t try to defend her. 

~ Tam not surprised that you feel a bit out of place. 
That accent of yours doesn’t help, but you will survive 
that. Above all don’t get bitter about it. So often a host 
of little misunderstandings combined with thoughtless 
blundering and a growing disillusionment with divided 
Christianity plus sheer loneliness have driven kids like 
us to utter paganism. You have heard it said with a 
shrug. “There goes another missionary’s kid. Too bad, 
but I guess he was neglected when he was young!” 

Remember Jim who was such a help to me spiritually 
three years ago? |] ran into him the other day after a 
clinic. Hadn't seen him for ages so we had a long ses- 
sion. He has done very well and is praying now about 
the mission field, but like all of us is fighting the idea. 
You know the old feeling I used to have, that we had 
had our share of sacrifice, and it was now someone 
else’s turn to face the hardships, that there is a lot to 
be done here at home in the profession and in the 
Church, so why not serve God here in a general 
practice? 

One of the fellows in our Bible Study really griped 
me the other day. He is forever bragging about his 
father being “released” from the ministry to make big 
business count for God, and he is cocksure that Jim’s 
hit the skids spiritually. “Oh yes Jim,” he said, “now 
there is someone we should have special prayer for. 
You know it’s too bad he did so well in med school, as 
I’m afraid it went to his head. He has lost out spiritu- 
ally, but I hear his parents are with some non-funda- 
mental mission, so what can you expect? We were told 
to contact him so we really made him feel at home with 
us. We gave him all kinds of responsibility in the group 
and a great opportunity to work for the Lord, but the 
poor guy had to work to earn his fees, so he said he 
hadn’t time. First thing you know he grew cold spiritu- 
ally and hardly ever showed up at the meetings, not 
even the socials . . . said they were too superficial or 
something. I hear he has been witnessing to the profs 
and that his classmates call him the Padre . . . but oh 
well ... he is compromising his stand for the Lord. . . 
etc.” 

It’s frustrating sometimes, isn’t it? The hardest thing 
is to have kids tossing your background in your face 
when you witness to them. After you have told them 
what it means to have faith in a living Saviour who 
changes your whole life, and then have them shrug 
skeptically and chalk it up to your early training and 
missionary family background—as if you are the result 
of a mold and you had no choice. This is much harder 
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GOODBYE FOR SUMMER! 

With the release of the June issue, HIS wishes its 
subscribers a pleasant summer and bids farewell 
until late in September, when the October issue 
goes into the mail. Changes of address that are to 
he effective with the October issue should be turned 
in at least five weeks in advance to the Circulation 


Manager, His, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, III. 
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to take than people’s curiosity, overattention and con- 
descending pity. You long for people to ignore your 
past_and to see from your whole life that your knowl- 
edge of the Lord is a vital, daily experience, which you 
would like them to share. They cannot argue against a 
convincing life, or even explain it away. 

So carry on, kid. Don’t mind the rough spots— 
they re all part of growing up into a new life here at 
home. We have a wonderful heritage; let’s live up to it. 

Must get back to my muscles and bones. This med 
course is fascinating, especially when I know where it 
is leading me. 

More again later, 

Love, 
BOB 





GERMANY'S NEGLECTED GENERATION 
(Continued from page 33) 

The Studenten-Mission must not and will not be less 
than such a revival movement. It could not justify its 
existence on any other basis in these last days of deci- 
sion. Nor has it any other attractions—as have perhaps 
certain other movements, religious, cultural, or politi- 
cal, Christian or not. It has only one aim, and one way 
of achieving that aim: Jesus Christ and revival from 
Him are the aim; the way is the Bible, the prayer of 
unconditional faith in its promises, and practical obedi- 
ence toward all recognized truth, both as individuals 
and as His church. 

“He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, 
out of his belly [inmost being] shall flow rivers of living 
water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him should receive) . . . (John 7:38-39). 

Do you believe that? END 


(The headquarters of the work in Germany has been moved 
to the university town of Marburg, and the student work, other 
than local, has been given to a student committee. The execu- 
tive consists of four students. The address is: “Studenten- 
Mission in Deutschland” Marburg (L.) Markrt 9/1II, Germany. 
Ernst Schrupp remains connected with the Mission to maintain 
contact with the churches and to act in an advisory capacity. 
The conservative Bible School in Wiedenest is offering courses 
which are also helpful to the Studenten-Mission.) 





The third edition of Hymns will be ready about the 
middle of June. Some refinements have been made 
in the contents of the book, as well as several addi- 
tions. The enlarged Hymns will feature a much- 
improved binding and a washable cover. Cost of 
the hymnbook remains unchanged. 
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Hi. WAS a cynic and proud of it. 

Each day he looked down at the world from his little 
tower of self-complacency and watched the people 
hustle here and there in pursuit of money, power, fame, 
and prestige. He knew what they were. He could see 
through them. Every one was motivated by self-interest. 
And although their words were honeyed, all the time 
they were working underhandedly—waiting their chance 
to climb to success on the heads of their fellows. 

This misanthrope had long ago forsaken the out- 
moded values of love, fidelity, honesty, and sincerity. 
They were as mutilated as Mussolini, as passé as the 
passenger pigeon. He believed in no one but himself. 
Sometimes—in periods of pessimism and despondency 

he even doubted his own invincibility. 

Once he had believed things. He could remember 
when he used to sit by his mother and trust every word 
she said. Then one day he was pushed out into the 
world of schools and books and bewildered little people 
like himself. In school he first learned what disillusion- 
ment meant, and that without a dictionary.-His uncle 
had given him a green pen with a fine-writing gold 
point. Such a nice pen, he had thought, until an older 
boy had dazzled him into trading it for a gaudily 
mottled red one. But alas, his new treasure was good 
only to look at and the small boy had wept great tears 
of self-pity. 

The seeds of cynicism planted that day grew and 
flourished. 

In high school his cynicism was harmless, almost 
good-natured. It took the form of secretly poking fun 
at his friends and their foibles. Then came more rebuffs 
and more bitterness. 

World War II found the cynic in the ranks of those 
sailing off to save the world for democracy and lasting 
peace. His father lay buried in France; he had believed 
that he was fighting to end war, and he had died. Now 
the young cynic wondered if unborn generations would 
be fed with the same propaganda—or would this war 
be the final cataclysm to end humanity and civilization? 
Civilization! that most ironical of all words. 

The physical battle over, he returned home to do 
battle with himself. The hallmarks of cynicism lay 
heavily upon him now. His lips were compressed in a 


HIS, JUNE, 1950 


half-hidden, perpetual sneer. Coldly his eyes regarded 
a society he savagely distrusted. 

With characteristic incredulity he had long since 
discarded the Bible as a collection of legends and fables 
concocted to soothe an ignorant and superstitious race 
of Jewish nomads. A book for weaklings, for children, 
and old dotards quavering on the brink of the grave, 
but to him—rot! Besides, the people who claimed to 
believe it didn’t follow it. The ones who talked the 
loudest and longest about its virtues were the very last 
to practice its principles in their daily living. 

And of course there was no God, or how could he 
have allowed the world to fall into such a whirlpool of 
cruelty and injustice, bloodshed and destruction? The 
gullible, trusting fools who believed about God and 
heaven, sin and punishment, were little better than 
morons. They ought to know that man is the arbiter of 
his fate. It was time they realized that the old concep- 
tion of right and wrong had been blasted to fragments. 

Now the cynic had the ill fortune to live in the age 
when science had mastered man. The people of the 
world discovered one day, with earth-shaking abrupt- 
ness, that their lives were the chattels of the cyclotron. 
Humanity talked in fear-charged whispers of The Bomb. 
A council of all countries was set up so that they might 
band together and fetter The Atom Turned Giant. But 
nothing could be done. The Giant would not be bound. 

One peaceful autumn day planes appeared high over 
the cities of the land and released their deadly, burning 
dust. The venomous dust hung over the streets. Then 
the little children whimpered with the searing pain and 
they knew not why. Soon after this, almost simultane- 
ously in every city mysterious and ugly diseases attacked 
the populace. 

Nor did the cynic escape the foul plagues which 
swept the land. Great sores covered his body and he 
found himself dependent on those he had despised. A 
man whom he had cursed to his face brought soothing 
medicaments. From him the cynic heard of those who 
daily risked their lives to bring relief and comfort to 
the stricken. The man spoke too of God and the Book. 
He insisted that it was only for Christ’s sake that he 
and the others were helping. He urged the cynic to trust 
the Lord Jesus as his Saviour. 

In the semi-coma of his tortured mind the cynic 
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wondered vaguely if he had been wrong. Perhaps com- 
passion and decency still lingered in the human breast. 
Surely. though, there wasn’t anything in this Christian 
business. How he would have laughed at these ideas 
when he was healthy! 

But now the city lay in the shadow of the final horror. 
A robot missile had nosed its way up into the strato- 
sphere and was headed, at supersonic speed, toward the 
city of the cynic. 

The rocket reached its mark and the cauldron of hell 
spilled over onto the earth. Buildings disintegrated into 
ashes. Human bodies melted like flies trapped in a blast 
furnace. 

The cynic awakened to that mystic reunion of soul 
and body which can happen only when the mortal puts 
on immortality. He found himself in a vast room whose 
vaulted roof reached upward into infinity. An indescrib- 
able brilliance seemed to fill all space. 

Then the cynic knew that he stood before the God he 
had defied. 


In the radiance of Him who was seated on the great 
white throne the cynic trembled; fear felled him to his 
knees. 

A voice as of the sound of many waters proceeded 
from the Presence: 

“WOE UNTO HIM THAT SITTETH IN THE SEAT OF THE 
SCORNFUL.” 

At this the cynic began to tremble exceedingly and 
he could say no word. 

“THE FOOL HATH SAID IN HIS HEART, THERE IS NO 
GoD.” 

Then the books were opened and the account of one, 
a cynic, was rendered unto Him upon the throne, whose 
eyes were as a flame of fire. 

“HE THAT BELIEVETH SHALL BE SAVED—HE THAT 
BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED.” 

“Another chance!” the cynic wailed. 

“DEPART FROM ME, YE ACCURSED, INTO EVERLASTING 
TORMENT.” 

Madly the cynic tried to break away from his guard- 
ians and throw himself at the foot of the throne. 

“I believe! I believe!” he cried. Too late the cynic 
believed. END 
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Since you asked... 


In my Shakespeare class the other day, my pro- 
fessor said, “It was rather poor economy for the 
early Christians to face martyrdom when they 
could have received the same thrill from observing 








works of art.”” What would you say in reply? 


More nearly ideal circumstances for propounding 
such a theory could hardly be found. 

The facts are in the field of history, the ordinary ex- 
planation is in the field of religion, the new theory is 
in the field of psychology; admirably equipped to give 
unprejudiced attention to such a theory is a professor 
of English literature lecturing a class in Shakespeare. 

Further, in its dispassionate removal from the thud 
of rocks and the acrid smell of burning human flesh, a 
classroom lectern affords an ideal location for evaluating 
the relative thrills of looking at statues and dying as a 
human torch! 

But two points in the professor’s theory (it is not. 
after all, a dictum) are vulnerable. 

First is the thrill of looking at statues or ceramics the 
same as the “thrill” of being burned at the stake or 
stoned? Of course, such a question lies within the field 
of psychological research. But may | venture the opinion 
that there is very littke comparison—only contrast. The 
agonizing “thrill” of tortured death is a final pain, the 
greatest pain of which the human body is capable, re- 
moving the possibility of further physical pain or pleas- 
ure. Looking at objects of art is. on the other hand, a 
somewhat elementary pleasure. The sane man visits the 
art museum and receives a certain degree of pleasure. 
But only the insane man would set himself afire for 
the “thrill” of it. 

The second vulnerable point is the assumption that 
the Christian martyrs died for the thrill of it. This was 
not true in the Rome of 65 A.D. or in the Bolivia of 
1949—or in the intervening period. History just does 
not indicate that Christian martyrs are a race of maso- 
chists any more than murderers are—even though both 
martyrs and murderers adopt courses of action which 
ultimately lead to their deaths. 

On the contrary, the Christian martyrs were—with 
very few exceptions—normal human beings with a 
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healthy desire to live who sought to avoid martyrdom if 
they could. Peter was indignant when his own death by 
crucifixion was predicted by Jesus Christ (John 21:18- 
22). Polycarp at the age of 85 fled from Smyrna to 
avoid the stake. But when he was speedily captured and 
given the opportunity to recant, Polycarp affirmed his 
faith in Christ and was burned alive. While attempting 
to save their lives by fleeing in a truck from a Christian 
meeting which was disrupted last year in Bolivia, an 
American missionary and natives were overtaken and 
stoned to death. 

No, Christians did not die for the “thrill” of it. (See 
Hebrews 11:35-38 and Revelation 2:10.) They died for 
a faith in Jesus Christ so strong that they chose an ex- 
cruciating death rather than deny the Lord whom they 
loved. 

The professor might as well have said, “It was rather 
poor economy for our American men to face death at 
the hands of Germans and Japanese when they could 
have received the same thrill from observing works of 
art.” 

Such talk is cheap, despite the good money students 


pay to receive it. Let’s get on with Shakespeare. 


A friend to whom I have witnessed says that 
the virgin birth of Jesus Christ was never pre- 
dicted in the Old Testament. He says the original 
Hebrew word in Isaiah 7:14 (“Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel”) never meant virgin, but 
young woman, and that Christian translators 
after the time of Christ gave the Hebrew word 
its present rendering. Is this right? 


The original Hebrew word almah meant “young 
woman. In at least one other Old Testament usage 
(Song of Solomon 6:8, where it is contrasted with “con- 


cubine’) the word seems to mean a young woman who 
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is a virgin. Since Isaiah 7:14 is not quoted in the New 
Testament, the account of Jesus Christ’s virgin birth is 
independent of this verse. 

It is interesting. however, to see what the Jewish 
translators did with this verse before Christ was born. 
In the Septuagint—the well-known translation from the 
original Hebrew into Greek, made at least one hundred 
years before -‘Christ—these Jewish scholars (unpreju- 
diced since Messiah had not yet come) translated the 
Greek can mean only 


word parthenos, which in the 


“virgin.” So, one hundred years before Christ. the Jews 
expected their Messiah (Immanue ‘1. “God with us”) to 


be virgin-born. END 


ee 


WHAT DOES IVCF STAND FOR? 

(Continued from back cover) 
Word they are being enabled to maintain a clear, un- 
compromising witness to Christ. 

In the student world there are also national student 
movements which—directly as well as through the 
world federation to which they belong—-are somewhat 
closely linked with the ecumenical movement and the 


World Council of Churches. Because IVCF 
apart altogether 


is strictly 
an evangelistic student fellowship. 


from anv issues of doctrinal and ecclesiastical com- 


promise. it is believed that preoccupation with ecumen- 
ism would seriously divert from the task of winning 
students to Christ. 

The basis of membership in Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship chapters is personal faith in Christ and His 
atoning blood. Such a personal faith in Christ con- 
stitutes the individual a member of the one true Church 
All who so be- 
lieve are one in Christ Jesus and have a supernatural 
union with one another in Him, which supersedes all 


of Christ universal. which is His body. 


denominational distinctions. 

It should be remembered that Christian separation 
involves action which is both negative and positive: 
It seems that 
where emphasis is placed upon the negative aspect of 


separation from sin, separation unto God. 


separation, it is possible in one sense to be separated 
from evil and comromise and yet not separated unto 
God. On the other hand, true separation unto God 
necessarily involves separation from evil. The positive 
position of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship is to 
preach the gospel and live for Christ alone. For IVCF 
the issue is clear. The decision in God’s strength to 
avoid compromise has been settled’ once for all. There- 
fore it seems to us futile and hindering, rather than 
helping, to argue and fight with those who differ doc- 
trinally from us provided there is freedom to carry on 
a spiritual, 


Bible-centered ministry without interfer- 


ence or hindrance.—csw 


Conlerences, 1950 


IVCF students from the Upper Atlantic and Great 
Lakes regions will convene immediately at the close of 
the present school term for area conferences: Pinnacle 
( Voorheesville, N. Y.), June 12-18; Keswick (N. J.), 
June 10-18; and the Indiana Dunes, June 10-17. 
Students planning to attend who have not yet made 


application are urged to get in touch at once with the 
local 1VCF staff member. 


Christian Nurses Fellowship will have its annual con- 
ference at Medicine Lake, Minnesota, from August 7-14. 
Further information may be had by writing to the CNF 
National, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10. 

These four week-length conferences are in addition 
to the two summer leadership training camps: Campus 
in the Woods, with its two sessions (June 28 to July 26 
and August 2 to 30) at Lake of Bays, Huntsville, On- 
tario; and Campus in The Firs (August 12 to Septem- 
ber 5) on Lake Whatcom, Bellingham, Washington. 

There will be pre-school leadership conferences in 
late August and early September in Minnesota, Texas, 
Colorado, California, and elsewhere. Local staff mem- 
bers will have the particulars on these. 


MISSIONARY EMPHASIS IN SUMMER PROGRAM 


Missionary program and emphasis will be central in 
IVCF’s summer training program both at Campus in 
the Woods and Campus in The Firs. All speakers and 
leaders in the program are aggressive in their thinking 
and relation to missions, and there will be special ses- 
sions on individual missionary responsibility and cam- 
pus missionary program. 

Wesley Gustafson, IVCF missionary secretary, will be 
speaking during the Campus in The Firs session and 
will be on hand for individual counseling and group 
discussions. 


At Campus in the Woods, missionary leaders will in- 
clude Dr. Northcote Deck, former medical missionary 
to the Solomon Islands and director of the South Sea 
Island Mission, a familiar and much appreciated 
speaker of other years; Corrie ten Boom, forceful Euro- 
pean; the Rev. William Tyler, Toronto district secre- 
tary of the China Inland Mission; and the Rev. George 
Rhoad, Jr., of the Gospel Furthering Fellowship, Kenya, 
East Africa, who will be on hand at various times dur- 
ing the summer for special lectures, guidance and in- 
spiration. Missionary Secretary Wesley Gustafson will 
spearhead the missions program during July while 
David Howard, missionary staff member, will carry the 
same rmpenenened in August. 





the editorial 


What does ICE stand tor? 


B ECAUSE OF present-day confusion and compromise 
in Christian circles. some of our Christian friends have 
inquired regarding the position and point of view of 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. Two questions seem 
uppermost in the minds of many Christians. The first 
is doctrinal; the second, while still essentially doctrinal. 
has to do with ecclesiasticism. 

In the final analysis, most fundamental doctrinal 
questions resolve themselves into the problem of the 
authority and inerrancy of the Scriptures. 

IVCF is not a church body and has not presumed to 
formulate a creed. However, in order to insure so far 
as is possible the maintenance of this student witness 
in its present biblical and evangelistic emphasis, there 
is a doctrinal Basis of Faith to which all elected chapter 
oficers must subscribe in order to hold office. It is the 
responsibility of IVCF chapters and staff to make cer- 
tain this is done. All staff members and members of 
IVCF’s Corporation. Board, and Committees must 
similarly subscribe each year to this Basis of Faith. 


Concerning the Bible, the Basis states belief in “the 
unique, divine inspiration, integrity and authority of 
the Scriptures.” It is understood that divine inspiration 
guarantees the inerrancy of the Bible, and that inerrancy 
extends not only to matters of faith and conduct, but 
also to historicity because if the Bible were unreliable 
historically, its reliability in matters of faith and con- 
duct would obviously be open to question. The Scrip- 
tures are the objective Word of the living God, and 


IVCF with complete confidence acce pts them as such. 

The attitude of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
toward the great ecclesiastical issues of today can be 
understood only when the narrow character and pur- 
pose of this student movement is realized. IVCF, as al- 
ready mentioned. is not a church, and at present th: 
cross-currents of ecclesiastical polemics in today’ 
ecumenical climate are not the direct concern of IVC 
as an organization. 

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship is an associat o 
of Bible-believing students. The narrow purpose of th 
movement is twofold: to preach the gospel of the gra 
of God so that students may be won to Christ: >r 
then. during their undergraduate days, to build tne 
up in Christ and in His Word and confront them wi' 
the divine command to live utterly and solely for t! 
Lord Jesus Christ and His eternal Kingdom, wheth 
at home or abroad. 

This very definite and somewhat limited purpose o 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship does not ignore the 
Biblical principles of separation and avoidance of co 
promise. However, these principles are properly a 
plied within the area of life of the students themse’ ve 
On many campuses there are activities and associatio 
which are contrary to the doctrinal position ané stris 
purpose of IVCF. With the help of God, Inter-’, arsity 
has been kept from compromising entanglements. I 
cisions to associate or not to associate are constant 
before the student leaders, and in the light of Go? 
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